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ANNUAL  REPORT. 


To  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  of  the  Com - 
monwealth  of  Pennsylvania ,  the  Select  and  Common 
Councils  of  the  City  of  Philadelphia ,  and  to  the  Con¬ 
tributors  of  the  House  of  Refuge. 


The  Board  of  Managers  of  the  House  of  Befuge  sub¬ 
mit  the  thirtieth  Annual  Report  of  its  affairs  and  condi¬ 
tion,  as  required  by  law. 

The  most  prominent  fact  to  be  noticed  in  the  condition 
of  the  Institution,  is  the  great  increase  of  its  inmates 
during  the  last  year.  On  the  first  of  January,  1857,  the 
aggregate  number  of  boys  and  girls  in  the  White  Depart¬ 
ment  was  244 ;  on  the  first  instant,  they  numbered  314 ; 
an  increase  of  70  inmates,  or  over  thirty  per  centum. 
In  the  Colored  Department,  during  the  same  period,  the 
increase  was  about  ten  per  cent.,  the  present  number  of 
inmates  being  137. 

The  great  difficulties  in  financial  and  commercial 
affairs,  leaves  but  little  room  for  doubt  that  a  further  and 
rapid  increase  will  occur;  and  the  Managers  deem  it 
their  first  and  most  imperative  duty  to  place  this  fact 
before  the  Legislature  and  the  public.  Unusual  efforts 
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have  been  made,  during  the  year,  to  find  suitable  homes 
and  occupations  for  as  many  of  the  children  as  possible, 
in  order  to  keep  their  number  within  the  means  of  sup¬ 
port.  And  yet  it  is  obvious  that  the  capacity  and  re¬ 
sources  of  the  Institution  are  about  to  be  tested  to  the 
utmost. 

In  view  of  these  facts,  the  Managers  have  used  as 
much  economy  in  their  expenditures  and  estimates  for 
the  House,  as  was  consistent  with  its  usefulness  and  effi¬ 
ciency  ;  and  they  are  gratified  in  being  obliged  to  ask 
for  only  a  trifling  increase  of  appropriation  from  the  City 
and  State  Treasuries  for  the  maintenance  of  the  Institu¬ 
tion  for  the  year  1858 ;  and  that  no  appropriation  will 
be  required,  as  was  the  case  last  year,  for  the  payment 
of  a  floating  debt . 


There  were  received,  for  the  year  1857,  for  main¬ 
tenance,  from  the  City  Treasury  (inclusive  of 
$8000  for  floating  debt,) 

From  the  State  Treasury, 


Total, 

The  amounts  estimated  to 
year  1858,  are,  from  the 
From  the  State  Treasury, 

Total, 


$28,000 

15,000 


$43,000 

be  needed  for  the 
City  Treasury,  $23,740 

15,000 


$38,740 


This  statement  exhibits  the  fact  that  although  a  small 
increase  of  appropriation  is  solicited  from  the  City,  for 
the  ordinary  expenses  of  maintaining  the  Institution  for 
the  ensuing  year,  in  reality  the  amount  is  $4,260  less 
than  was  received  from  both  sources  for  1857. 


The  appropriation  by  the  State  towards  the  payment 
of  debts,  and  which  has  been  received  from  the  State 
Treasurer,  was,  in  anticipation  of  payments  authorized 
by  previous  Acts  of  Assembly,  on  account  of  the  Build¬ 
ing  Fund. 

The  annual  expense  of  supporting  each  inmate  is,  in 
the  White  Department  $95,  and  in  the  Colored  Depart¬ 
ment  $87.50.  By  reference  to  statements  furnished  by 
seventeen  different  State  and  City  Beform-schools  in  the 
United  States,  it  appears  that  the  expense  of  support 
varies  from  $85  to  $122  a  year.  In  many  of  them,  the 
standards  of  diet,  clothing,  and  education  are  not  equal  to 
those  in  our  own  Institution;  and  when  it  is  borne  in  mind 
that  our  expenses  are  necessarily  increased  by  the  double 
management  required  by  the  classification  into  White 
and  Colored  Departments,  existing  in  no  other  similar 
Institution  in  the  country,  it  is  evident  that  our  average 
cost  of  maintenance  for  each  child,  is  as  low  as  a  just 
and  discriminating  economy  could  require.  For  more 
particular  evidence  that  such  a  spirit  of  economy  has 
been  exercised  in  their  management,  the  Board  of  Mana¬ 
gers  refer  to  the  detailed  reports  of  the  Treasurer,  Su¬ 
perintendents  and  Teachers,  herewith  submitted;  hut 
they  have  deemed  it  fair  to  the  Philadelphia  system — 
that  the  above  general  comparison  of  the  average  cost 
of  support  should  be  made.  It  is  gathered  from  re¬ 
liable  statistics,  and  is,  perhaps,  as  conclusive  on  the 
economical  aspects  of  the  management,  as  any  exhibit 
however  thorough,  of  the  items  of  expenditure. 

The  following  table  will  show  the  number  of  inmates 
of  the  Institution  on  the  1st  of  January,  1857,  the  num¬ 
ber  admitted  and  discharged  during  that  year,  and  the 
number  remaining  on  the  1st  instant : — 
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No.  of  inmates, 

Keceived 

Discharged 

Remaining 

Jan.  1st,  1857. 

in  1857. 

in  1857. 

Jan.  1, 1858. 

White  Department,  Boys,  .  . 

“  “  Girls,  .  . 

181 

247 

182 

246 

63 

82 

77 

68 

Colored  “  Boys,  .  . 

86 

75 

59 

102 

“  “  Girls,  .  . 

36 

15 

16 

35 

Total,  .... 

366 

419 

334 

451 

The  average  number  of  inmates  for  the  year,  was  : 
l  the  White  Department,  Boys,  .  .  201 


In  the  White  Department,  Boys, 
“  “  “  Girls, 

“  Colored  “  Boys, 

Girls, 


u 


u 


u 


Total, 

Average  age  of  inmates : — 

In  the  White  Department,  Boys, 
“  u  Girls, 

Colored  66  Boys, 

Girls, 


u 


u 


u 


u 


a 


201 

56 

91 

32 

380 


13  yrs. 
15  “ 

13  “ 

14  “ 


Greatest  number  of  inmates  for  the  year,  was 
In  the  White  Department,  Boys, 

“  “  “  Girls, 

“  Colored  “  Boys, 

“  “  66  Girls, 

Amount  earned  for  the  year  : — 

By  the  Boys  in  the  White  Department, 

Colored 


u 


u 


u 


a 


246 

68 

102 

37 


,944  43 
1,600  64 


Total  amount  earned, 


,545  07 


With  the  present,  the  Institution  will  complete  its 
thirtieth  year.  In  the  address,  delivered  at  the  open- 
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ing,  by  John  Sergeant,  its  first  President,  he  appealed 
to  the  citizens  of  Philadelphia  for  aid  “to  prepare 
accommodations  for  25  boys  and  10  girls.”  But  two 
other  similar  Institutions  existed  at  that  time  in  the 
United  States ;  one  at  Boston,  and  the  other  at  New 
York  ;  they  had  preceded  it  only  a  year  or  two,  and  their 
commencement  was  upon  a  scale  equally  restricted. 

Now  there  are  Reform-schools  in  at  least  eleven  of 
the  States,  about  twenty  in  number,  containing  over 
3500  inmates,  and  supported  by  an  annual  expenditure 
of  about  $350,000.  More  than  $2,000,000  have  been 
invested  in  land  and  buildings ;  and  they  have  educated 
nearly  25,000  children,  of  whom  75  per  cent,  are  return¬ 
ed  in  the  reports,  as  having  been  so  much  benefited  by 
the  course  of  education  and  training  as  to  be  regarded 
as  reformed.  So  rapid  and  wide-spread  a  development 
of  this  means  of  Reformatory  education  has  no  parallel, 
except  in  the  growth  of  the  Common  School  system,  of 
which,  indeed,  it  ought  now  to  be  regarded  as  a  most 
important  and  interesting  branch.  It  was  reserved  for 
private  benevolence  to  devise  and  put  in  operation,  these 
plans  for  supplying  the  comforts  of  home,  and  proper 
moral  and  educational  influences  for  those,  who,  espe¬ 
cially  in  large  cities,  are  continually  exposed  to  the  evil 
effects  of  destitution,  vagrancy  and  vicious  example; 
but  so  strikingly  beneficial  to  the  individual  and  to  so¬ 
ciety  have  been  the  results  of  these  agencies,  that  in  all 
parts  of  this  country  and  of  Europe,  where  the  subject 
of  education  has  been  at  all  appreciated,  State  and  City 
governments  have  recognized  their  value  and  necessity ; 
and  either  incorporated  them  into  their  systems  of  public 
education,  or  largely  aided  in  the  establishment  and  sup¬ 
port  of  private  Institutions.  The  Philadelphia  House  of 
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Refuge  had  its  origin  in  such  an  union  of  individual  and 
public  effort ;  and  from  the  feeble  beginning  above  refer¬ 
red  to,  it  has  grown  under  the  joint  care  of  the  City,  State 
and  Contributors,  until  its  present  capacity  is  equal  to 
the  accommodation  of  over  600  inmates  ;  and  already 
nearly  6000  of  its  foster-children  have  been  returned  to 
the  community ;  a  large  proportion  of  them  trained  and 
fitted  to  engage  in  useful  occupations,  and  to  become 
orderly,  industrious  and  intelligent  members  of  society, 
instead  of  being  its  most  dangerous  enemies. 

It  is  not  within  the  scope  or  purpose  of  a  Report  like 
this,  to  enlarge  upon  the  advantages  of  an  economical  or 
moral  and  social  nature,  that  have  accrued  and  must 
continue  to  the  State,  from  such  an  Institution.  The 
object  of  these  remarks  is  rather  to  preface  a  suggestion 
which  is  intended  to  place  these  preventive  and  reforma¬ 
tory  agencies  upon  a  higher  basis,  and  to  extend  the 
usefulness  of  the  Pennsylvania  Houses  of  Refuge.  It  is 
that  the  Legislature  should  give  them  a  more  formal  re¬ 
cognition,  as  a  'part  of  the  Common  School  system  of  the 
State;  and  that,  without  interfering  with  their  present 
mode  of  management ,  for  this  would  he  to  deprive  them  of 
the  aid  of  that  active  benevolence  which  finds  exercise  in 
voluntary  service. 

With  such  an  object  in  view,  it  is  proposed, 

First ,  That  the  superintendent  of  the  public  schools 
should  make  an  annual  or  more  frequent  visitation  to  these 
Institutions,  and  extend  such  reference  to  them,  in  his 
general  report,  as  their  condition  and  usefulness  may 
seem  to  require. 

Second ,  That  the  annual  Report  of  the  Board  of  Mana¬ 
gers  should  be  included  in  and  published  with  the  Report 
of  the  Superintendent  of  public  schools. 
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These  provisions,  although  simple  in  themselves, 
would  secure  the  following  beneficial  results : 

First — They  would  bring  to  the  aid  of  the  manage¬ 
ment  the  suggestions  of  one  who,  from  being  at  the  head 
of  public  instruction  in  the  State,  would  be  qualified  by 
position,  experience  and  extended  observation  to  form 
correct  opinions  on  the  subject. 

Second — These  suggestions,  as  well  as  those  embodied 
in  the  annual  Reports  of  the  Board  of  Managers,  with 
their  interesting  facts  and  details,  would  not  only  be  put 
in  a  permanent  shape,  but  in  connection  with  the  Reports 
of  the  various  County  superintendents,  would  be  dis¬ 
tributed  annually  into  every  part  of  the  State,  convey¬ 
ing  information  to  the  people  in  regard  to  the  design  and 
utility  of  such  Institutions,  to  an  extent  which  cannot 
be  insured  by  the  limited  circulation  of  the  Reports  as 
published  by  the  Board. 

Third — By  thus  formally  recognizing  and  treating 
these  Institutions  as  part  of  the  Common  School  system 
of  the  State,  the  Legislature  would  most  effectually 
carry  out  what  seems  to  have  been  a  leading  idea  in  the 
early  Acts  of  Assembly  on  the  subject,  and  what  the 
Managers  have  endeavored  to  make  the  prominent  and 
real  character  of  the  House  of  Refuge;  viz.,  that  it  was 
intended  to  be,  and  in  every  essential  respect  is,  an  educa¬ 
tional  and  not  a  penal  or  merely  correctional  establishment. 
It  is  to  be  profoundly  regretted  that,  from  whatever 
cause,  the  popular  mind  regards  these  agencies  too  much 
as  being  of  the  latter  nature  ;  and  no  one  circumstance 
has  so  certainly  impaired  their  usefulness,  and  embar¬ 
rassed  their  management.  Whatever  may  have  been 
the  original  design  in  the  earliest  of  these  establishments, 
abroad  or  in  our  own  country,  a  more  enlightened  and 
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humane  view  of  the  subject  now  treats  them  as  not,  in 
any  leading  sense,  places  for  the  'punishment  of  juvenile 
delinquents,  but  merely  as  supplying,  under  the  author¬ 
ity  of  law,  a  public  guardianship  necessary  to  secure 
their  good  morals  and  future  welfare,  in  cases,  where 
from  any  cause,  the  ordinary  and  more  natural  guardian¬ 
ship  does  not  exist  or  has  lost  its  control.  In  the  Acts 
of  Assembly  establishing  the  Philadelphia  House  of 
Refuge,  and  the  regulations  adopted  by  the  Managers 
thereof;  in  the  numerous  addresses  and  reports  that 
have  been  made  in  reference  to  its  objects  and  condi¬ 
tion  ;  in  the  decisions  of  Courts,  presentments  of  Grand 
Juries,  and  published  statements  of  its  design  and 
advantages,  the  leading  and  principal  object  has  been 
proclaimed  to  be  instruction  and  not  punishment ,  restraint 
from  evil  associations  and  not  confinement ,  an  asylum  for 
friendless  and  unfortunate  children,  not  a  prison  for 
young  culprits. 

And  yet,  it  is  evident  that  the  public  mind  has  not 
been  sufficiently  imbued  with  this  idea.  Many  parents 
and  friends  are  deterred  by  false  and  erroneous  notions 
from  committing  to  its  discipline  incorrigible  and  vicious 
children,  or  manifest  an  extreme  reluctance  in  submitting 
when  commitments  are  made  by  magistrates.  This  mis¬ 
conception  of  the  character  of  the  Institution,  also,  too  fre¬ 
quently  prejudices  the  case  of  inmates  who  have  undergone 
its  course  of  instruction  and  guardianship,  and  are  about  to 
seek  for  trades  and  occupations.  And  yet,  in  a  large  pro¬ 
portion  of  cases,  these  children  are  prepared  by  educa¬ 
tion,  moral  culture  and  habits  of  obedience,  to  engage  in 
the  ordinary  pursuits  of  life  with  credit  to  themselves 
and  usefulness  to  society. 

It  is  to  combat  these  prejudices,  and  to  discharge,  in  a 
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'parental  manner ,  the  obligations  which  the  State  has 
transferred  to  them,  that  the  Managers  of  the  Refuge 
desire,  to  as  great  an  extent  as  possible,  to  surround  the 
boy  or  girl  upon  entering  into  active  life,  with  titles  to 
respect  and  motives  for  good  conduct.  The  wisdom, 
justice  and  humanity  of  the  Legislature  cannot  be  better 
exercised  than  upon  measures  of  protection  for  the  youth 
of  both  sexes,  who,  unfortunate  in  either  the  absence  or 
perversion  of  the  family  or  social  influence,  have  strong 
claims  for  adoption  and  the  protecting  care  of  the 
State. 

It  is  in  furtherance  of  these  views,  that  the  foregoing 
recommendations  are  made. 

The  visitation  of  the  State  superintendent  of  Public 
Schools,  and  the  publication  of  the  reports  of  the  Houses 
of  Refuge  with  his  Annual  Report,  are  simple  and  not 
expensive  features,  and  yet  must  have  important  results. 
They  would  be  a  declaration,  constantly  repeated,  on 
the  part  of  the  Commonwealth,  that  she  regards  the 
Refuge  as  a  Home  and  a  School,  and  not  as  a  prison ; 
and  the  inmate,  in  the  true  and  important  sense,  as  a 
pupil,  and  not  as  a  young  culprit.  This  would  be  in 
harmony  with  the  several  Acts  of  Assembly  creating 
these  Institutions,  and  by  an  association  with  the  com¬ 
mon  school  system,  would  not  only  indicate  the  real 
nature  and  relations  of  these  among  other  educational 
agencies,  but  would  also  to  a  great  degree  counteract 
the  prejudices  already  alluded  to  as  interfering  with 
their  usefulness. 

A  subject  of  much  difficulty  with  the  managers,  has 
been  to  find  suitable  occupations,  and  proper  guardianship 
for  the  children  arriving  at  the  age  when  their  interests 
required  them  to  leave  the  Institution.  The  loose  nature 
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and  imperfectly  defined  rights  and  obligations  of  the 
apprentice  system,  in  our  State,  and  it  may  he  added,  in 
the  country  at  large,  are  accountable  for  much  of  the 
unrestrained  and  reckless  conduct  and  disregard  of  the 
law,  which  to  so  great  an  extent,  characterizes  the 
youthful  population  of  our  large  cities. 

Trade  and  mechanical  pursuits  have  not,  for  these  and 
other  reasons,  afforded  the  means  through  which  a  very 
large  proportion  of  the  hoys  could  he  qualified  for  the 
active  duties  of  life.  In  order  therefore,  to  find  health¬ 
ful  and  respectable  occupations  for  them,  a  large  num¬ 
ber  have  been  indentured  to  farmers  in  this,  and 
adjoining  States.  The  validity  of  these  indentures  to 
persons  out  of  the  State  having  been  questioned,  the  requi¬ 
site  legislation  was  sought,  and  authority  obtained  to 
bind  white  inmates,  with  their  own  consent,  beyond  the 
limits  of  the  State.  Invited  by  the  successful  example  of 
similar  Institutions  in  other  cities,  the  Managers  have 
turned  their  attention  to  the  far  west,  as  containing 
the  field  where  the  state  of  society  and  rapid  develop¬ 
ment  of  the  country,  afford  the  greatest  facility  and 
motive  for  such  young  persons  to  engage  in  active 
pursuits. 

One  of  their  members  during  the  year,  visited  the 
the  Western  States,  to  make  inquiry  on  this  subject; 
and  his  report  encourages  the  hope  that,  hereafter,  they 
may  find  in  that  direction,  happy  and  respectable  homes 
for  many,  who  otherwise  might  return,  in  this  neighbor¬ 
hood,  to  former  evil  associations  and  influences.  Besides, 
in  each  indenture  it  is  stipulated,  that  upon  its  expira¬ 
tion  the  apprentice  shall  receive  an  allowance  equal  to 
$25  a  year  for  his  term  of  service.  This  would  enable 
him  to  purchase,  in  many  instances,  a  quarter  section  of 
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land ;  and,  by  thrift  and  industry,  in  a  few  years,  to 
arrive  at  as  much  comfort  and  comparative  independence, 
as  are  enjoyed  by  the  majority  of  the  small  farmers  of 
our  own  State. 

It  has  been  suggested  that  the  United  States  Govern¬ 
ment  might  be  induced  to  aid  the  various  Reform 
Schools  and  Houses  of  Refuge,  by  donations  of  land 
out  of  the  public  domain,  to  be  secured  to  such  of  their 
inmates,  as  having  served  an  apprenticeship  in  agricul¬ 
tural  employment,  shall  settle  upon  them.  This  would 
encourage  emigration  to  the  west,  and  accord  quite 
as  much  with  the  spirit  of  the  trust,  under  which  the 
public  lands  are  held,  as  the  donation  to  some  of  the 
States,  for  school  and  other  purposes. 

The  Board  regret  that  great  difficulty  still  exists  in 
obtaining  constant  employment  for  the  boys.  The  de¬ 
struction  of  the  workshops  a  few  years  ago,  and  the 
recent  depression  of  industrial  interests,  have  affected 
the  Institution  very  injuriously.  The  loss  of  revenue 
derived  from  the  labor  of  the  inmates  is,  of  course,  felt ; 
but  the  suspension,  even  partial,  of  the  usual  habits  of 
industry,  is  a  far  more  serious  evil,  involving,  as  it  does, 
the  loss  of  a  most  important  auxiliary  to  educational 
and  moral  culture. 

The  amount  received  from  labor  of  boys  during  the 
last  year  was  $5,185n>2o,  about  equal  to  the  preceding 
year;  but  full  fifty  per  cent,  less,  than  might  be  ex¬ 
pected  during  a  season  of  full  and  profitable  employment. 

In  the  White  Department  the  boys  have  been  engaged 
principally  in  brush-making,  and  the  manufacture  of 
spectacle  and  daguerreotype  cases.  The  smith  shop 
has  been  closed  temporarily,  and  the  paper  box  factory 
has  abandoned  operations.  In  the  Colored  Department, 


14 


the  boys  are  occupied  in  making  shoes,  and  umbrella 
furniture ;  and  in  both  Houses,  the  girls  in  sewing  and 
household  duties. 

The  Board  can  only  expect  an  improvement  in  this 
department,  with  a  revival  of  business  affairs  generally. 

In  regard  to  the  health  of  the  inmates,  it  is  sufficient 
to  say,  that  the  medical  record  shows  little  else  than 
trifling  ailments;  and  that  in  the  few  more  serious 
cases,  where  the  seeds  of  disease  were  brought  with  the 
patients  into  the  Institution,  they  met  with  prompt  and 
successful  treatment.  No  death  or  accident  has  occur¬ 
red  in  either  department  during  the  past  year.  No  fact 
is  more  conclusive  as  to  the  sanitary  regulations,  than 
that  there  has  been  no  death  in  the  White  Department, 
since  the  removal  to  the  new  buildings,  a  period  of  nearly 
four  years ;  although  during  that  time  the  total  number 
of  inmates  received,  has  been  about  thirteen  hundred. 
This  exemption  from  mortality  is  remarkable,  and  im¬ 
plies  much  as  to  the  diet,  personal  habits  and  general 
comfort  of  the  inmates. 

The  Sunday-schools  and  Chapel  services  have  been 
conducted  regularly.  The  Board  takes  this  means  of 
expressing  their  acknowledgments  to  the  Clergy  and 
others  who  have,  by  taking  part  in  these  important  ex¬ 
ercises,  manifested  a  deep  interest  in  the  welfare  of  the 
Institution. 

References  may  properly  be  made  here,  to  the  experi¬ 
ment,  commenced  during  the  present  winter,  of  having 
social  parties  among  the  children,  not  only  as  a  means 
of  reward,  but  also  of  improvement  of  manners.  They 
are  held  in  the  evening,  once  a  week,  and  only  such  of 
the  inmates  are  invited,  as  have  merited  it,  by  good  con¬ 
duct — some  of  the  managers  and  other  friends  of  the 
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Institution  are  present ;  and  innocent  means  of  recreation 
and  amusement  are  provided.  These  occasions  not 
only  develope  confidence  and  kind  feeling  on  the  part 
of  the  children  towards  the  managers  and  visitors,  hut 
furnish  a  powerful  motive  for  improvement  and  good 
behavior. 

Some  changes  have  occurred,  among  the  officers. 
Thomas  Shearer  resigned  as  assistant  superintendent  of 
the  White  Department,  and  was  succeeded  by  Lorenzo 
T.  Heath,  a  Teacher  in  the  boys’  school;  and  Miss  S.  E. 
Smith  was  succeeded  by  Miss  Hessey  Miller,  as  Teacher 
of  the  girls’  school. 

The  accompanying  Heport  of  the  Ladies’  Visiting 
Committee  furnishes  proof  of  the  kindness  and  zeal, 
which  they  have  so  constantly  exhibited  in  this  sphere 
of  benevolent  activity.  Their  visitations  and  counsels 
have  contributed  much — especially  in  the  girls’  depart¬ 
ment — to  whatever  success  has  attended  the  manage¬ 
ment. 

To  the  superintendents,  matrons,  teachers  and  other 
officers  of  the  two  departments,  the  Managers  desire  to 
express  their  satisfaction  for  the  faithful  discharge  of 
their  arduous  duties. 

Annual  visits  are  made  by  our  Agent,  Mr.  A.  F.  Olds, 
to  the  children  who  have  been  Indentured.  These 
have  proved  very  beneficial  to  both  master  and  appren¬ 
tice,  by  stimulating  both  to  do  their  duty ;  and  in  cases 
of  neglect,  by  separating  the  parties,  and  finding  new 
places  for  the  children.  A  few  extracts  from  his  Report 
for  this  year  will  be  found  in  the  Appendix. 

In  closing  this  Report,  the  Board  of  Managers  remark, 
that  although  in  their  past  efforts,  they  have  met  with 
much  encouraging  success ;  and,  however  wisely  and 
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efficiently  the  cause  of  juvenile  Reform  may  have  been 
promoted,  in  this  country;  we  have  yet  to  attain  some 
excellences  of  plan  and  management,  which  exist  in 
other  countries.  In  Europe,  individual  enterprise  and 
benevolence,  sustained  by  and  co-operating  with  govern¬ 
mental  aid,  has  been  more  than  a  century  in  perfecting 
their  system.  And  those  establishments  have  been 
found  to  be  the  most  successful,  in  which  the  law  of  kind¬ 
ness  mingled  with  authority,  as  in  the  family  organization , 
has  been  the  most  relied  upon.  To  ensure  this,  as  fully 
as  possible,  requires  a  more  thorough  classification  and 
a  division  into  smaller  communities,  than  our  present 
means  permit.  In  acknowledging  therefore,  what  has 
been  so  liberally  done  by  the  State  and  City  in  sus¬ 
taining  this  effort,  a  regard  for  the  welfare  of  the 
neglected,  destitute  and  vicious  children,  in  our  midst, 
and  for  the  best  interests  of  Society,  requires  the 
avowal  that  this  subject  has  not  received  adequate  atten¬ 
tion  on  the  part  of  the  civil  authorities.  No  system  of 
public  education  can  be  complete,  nor  well  propor¬ 
tioned  to  the  social  and  political  necessities  of  the 
country,  that  does  not  assume  the  duty  on  the  part  of 
the  State  to  extend  her  guardianship,  for  the  purpose  of 
instruction  and  control,  over  these  unfortunate  classes 
of  society,  for  whose  moral  and  mental  improvement  the 
Managers  earnestly  invoke  the  continuance  of  the  bless¬ 
ing  of  our  Heavenly  Father. 

By  order  and  on  behalf  of  the  Board  of  Managers, 

THOMAS  EARP,  Chairman. 

Alexander  Henry,  Secretary. 

Philadelphia ,  Dec.  31,  1857. 
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DECISION  OF  THE  SUPREME  COURT  OF  PENNSYLVANIA. 

December  Term,  1838. 

[Ex  parte  Crouse — Habeas  Corpus.] 

Per  Curiam. — The  House  of  Refuge  is  not  a  prison  but  a  school ;  where 
reformation  and  not  punishment  is  the  end.  It  may  indeed  be  used  as  a 
prison  for  juvenile  convicts  who  would  else  be  committed  to  a  common 
jail;  and  in  respect  to  these,  the  constitutionality  of  the  act  which  incor¬ 
porated  it  stands  clear  of  controversy.  It  is  only  in  respect  of  the  appli¬ 
cation  of  its  discipline  to  subjects  admitted  on  the  order  of  a  court,  a  ma¬ 
gistrate,  or  the  managers  of  the  Almshouse,  that  a  doubt  is  entertained. 
The  object  of  this  charity  is  reformation,  by  training  its  inmates  to  indus¬ 
try  ;  by  imbuing  their  minds  with  principles  of  morality  and  religion  ;  by 
furnishing  them  with  means  to  earn  a  living ;  and,  above  all,  by  sepa¬ 
rating  them  from  the  corrupting  influence  of  improper  associates.  To  this 
end,  may  not  natural  parents,  when  unequal  to  the  task  of  education,  or 
unworthy  of  it,  be  superseded  by  the  parens  patrice,  or  common  guardian 
of  the  community  ?  It  is  to  be  remembered  that  the  public  has  a  para¬ 
mount  interest  in  the  virtue  and  knowledge  of  its  members,  and  that,  of 
strict  right,  the  business  of  education  belongs  to  it.  That  parents  are 
ordinarily  intrusted  with  it,  is  because  it  can  seldom  be  put  into  better 
hands :  but  where  they  are  incompetent  or  corrupt,  what  is  there  to  pre¬ 
vent  the  public  from  withdrawing  their  faculties,  held,  as  they  obviously 
are,  at  its  sufferance  ?  The  right  of  parental  control  is  a  natural  but  not 
an  unalienable  one.  It  is  not  excepted  by  the  Declaration  of  Rights  out 
of  the  subjects  of  ordinary  legislation  ;  and  it  consequently  remains  sub¬ 
ject  to  the  ordinary  legislative  power,  which,  if  wantonly  or  inconveniently 
used,  would  soon  be  constitutionally  restricted,  but  the  competency  of 
which,  as  the  government  is  constituted,  cannot  be  doubted.  As  to  an 
abridgment  of  indefeasible  rights  by  confinement  of  the  person,  it  is  no 
more  than  what  is  borne,  to  a  greater  or  less  extent,  in  every  school ;  and 
we  know  of  no  natural  right  to  exemption  from  restraints  which  conduce 
to  an  infant’s  welfare.  Nor  is  there  a  doubt  of  the  propriety  of  their  ap¬ 
plication  in  this  particular  instance.  The  infant  has  been  snatched  from 
a  course  which  must  have  ended  in  confirmed  depravity  ;  and  not  only  is 
the  restraint  of  her  person  lawful,  but  it  would  be  an  act  of  extreme  cru¬ 
elty  to  release  her  from  it. 

Remanded. 
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APPENDIX. 


THE  HOUSE  OF  REFUGE  IN  ACCOUNT  WITH 
GEORGE  W.  FOBES,  Treasurer. 


Dr. 

From  January  1,  to  December  31,  inclusive,  1857 : 

Amount  paid  for  our  notes  discounted  in  Bank, 

Amount  paid  Killgore  &  Hudders,  being  the  balance  due  to 
them  for  the  erection  of  the  new  White  Department  of  the 

House  of  Refuge, . 

Amount  paid  interest  on  same,  ...... 

Amount  paid  for  one  year’s  interest  on  Mortgage  Loan  1,037  50 
And  ground  rent  on  $20,000  to  the  estate  of  the  late 

George  Earp, .  1,200  00 

Amount  paid  on  account  of  the  Mortgage  Loan  of  20,000  dollars, 
Amount  paid  for  the  maintenance  of  the  inmates,  and  for  sala¬ 
ries,  and  for  additions  and  repairs  of  buildings,  and  for 
contingent  expenses,  viz : 

For  the  White  Department,  ....  34,702  35 

For  the  Colored  Department,  ....  11,861  28 


Balance  on  hand,  . 


$7,500  00 


17,500  00 
1,455  00 


2,237  50 
2,500  00 


46,563  63 
611  41 


$78,367  54 


Note. — On  the  31st  of  December,  1857,  this  Institution  owed  a  floating  debt 
of  $3,500,  and  also  a  debt  to  the  estate  of  the  late  George  Earp  of  $20,000, 
secured  by  a  ground  rent,  and  a  loan  of  $17,500,  secured  by  a  mortgage  on 
the  premises  to  Trustees — making  a  total  of  indebtedness  of  $41,000. 
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THE  HOUSE  OF  REFUGE  IN  ACCOUNT  WITH 
GEORGE  W.  FOBES,  Treasurer. 

Cr. 


From  January  1  to  December  31,  inclusive,  1857  : 

Balance  of  former  account, .  50  66 

Amount  received  for  net  proceeds  of  our  notes  discounted  in 

Bank, . 12,310  00 

Interest  received  on  the  Loan  of  the  Delaware  and  Chesapeake 

Canal,  and  on  City  Warrants,  &c.  &c.,  ....  2,119  44 

Amount  of  Donations,  Subscriptions,  and  Essays  sold,  &c.,  .  890  12 

Amount  received  for  the  labor  of  the  Boys,  ....  5,185  82 


Amount  received  from  the  City  in  Warrants  on  the  Trea¬ 
surer,  towards  the  annual  expenses  of  the  Institu¬ 
tion,  .  28,000  00 

less  discount  on  same,  ....  188  50 

-  27,811  50 

Amount  received  from  the  State  by  Warrants  on  the  Treasurer,  • 

towards  defraying  the  expense  of  erecting  the  new  White 
Department,  ......  20,000  00 

And  towards  the  annual  expenses  of  the  Institution,  10,000  00 

-  30,000  00 

$78,367  54 

Jan’y.  1,  1858.  By  balance  on  hand, .  611  41 

Errors  and  omissions  excepted, 

GEO.  W.  FOBES,  Treasurer. 

The  undersigned,  a  Committee  of  the  Board  of  Managers  of  The  House  of 
Refuge ,  certify  that  they  have  examined  the  accounts  of  George  W.  Fobes, 
Treasurer,  and  compared  them  with  their  vouchers,  and  find  them  correct, 
showing  a  balance  in  his  hands  of  $611  41. 

WILLIAM  S.  PEROT, 
ALEXANDER  FULLERTON, 

Committee. 


Philadelphia ,  Jan'y.  11,  1858. 
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REPORT  OF  THE  LADIES’  COMMITTEE. 

The  Ladies’  Committee,  in  their  visits  to  the  Houses  of 
Refuge,  meet  with  every  variety  of  character,  calling  for  a 
knowledge  of  human  nature  and  a  power  in  the  adaptation  of 
treatment,  which  none  but  those  familiar  with  these  houses  of 
reform  can  estimate,  and  the  importance  of  which,  when  con¬ 
trasted  with  the  best  efforts  that  can  be  put  forth,  is  truly 
depressing.  It  is  a  small  matter  to  visit  the  Refuge  weekly, 
to  inspect  the  well-ordered  house;  to  commend  the  fidelity  of 
faithful  officers ;  to  listen  to  the  well-committed  scripture  lesson, 
the  exercises  of  the  school-room,  and  examine  into  the  labor  of 
the  needle ;  but  it  is  a  far  different  thing  to  attempt  to  dive 
down  into  these  hearts  of  sin,  to  search  out  the  cause  of  the 
first  departure  from  right,  and  then  to  accompany  the  wanderer 
in  all  her  devious  way,  until  brought  into  direct  contact  with 
her  in  this  favored  spot,  where  many  have  felt  their  first  aspira¬ 
tions  after  a  new  life.  Here  the  work  of  reform  really  com¬ 
mences.  Here  the  great  remedy  is  to  be  applied.  No  wonder 
then  that  your  committee  feel  at  times  almost  desponding,  when 
they  contrast  the  greatness  of  the  work  with  the  feebleness  of 
the  means. 

During  the  past  year,  the  unfrequency  of  punishment  in  the 
department  for  white  children  has  been  a  subject  of  remark, 
In  previous  years,  the  House  was  seldom  visited  without  finding 
one  or  more  in  disgrace,  but  latterly,  it  is  a  rare  thing  to  have 
a  case  of  very  bad  conduct  brought  before  the  Committee.  The 
discipline  of  the  House  and  the  good  influences  extended,  seem 
to  have  removed  the  necessity  for  extraordinary  punishment. 

The  committee  welcomed  with  great  pleasure,  the  return  of 
Miss  Miller  to  her  charge,  as  teacher ;  and,  in  this  connection, 
cannot  express  too  strongly  their  appreciation  of  the  promi¬ 
nence  given  to  the  Library.  Its  judicious  use  will  not  only 
make  the  present  abode  of  these  youths  more  happy,  but  it  will 
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fit  them  to  be  better  servants  and  more  respectable  members  of 
the  community. 

During  the  year  closing,  the  Committee  have  given  unusual 
attention  to  the  colored  bouse,  and  they  take  pleasure  in  a 
united  testimony  to  the  wisdom,  faithfulness,  and  self-devotion 
of  the  Matron.  The  females  gathered  here  have  been  so  utterly 
neglected,  that  (with  few  exceptions)  it  would  be  difficult  to 
find  on  heathen  ground  a  more  ignorant,  dogged,  defiant,  unam¬ 
bitious  class.  There  are,  however,  cases  where  this  ignorance 
has  been  enlightened ;  this  dogged,  defiant  spirit  has  yielded  to 
the  genial  influence  of  kindness,  and  the  commanding  power  of 
firmness  and  decision,  and  the  desire  to  rise  and  take  position 
among  the  good  has  been  enkindled.  The  Committee  feel  that 
if  the  term  of  continuance  in  these  Houses  was  extended,  the 
favorable  results  to  the  subjects,  as  well  as  to  the  community, 
would  be  greatly  increased. 

In  conclusion,  the  Committee  congratulate  the  Board  on  the 
present  encouraging  condition  of  the  female  departments  of  the 
two  Houses. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

M.  S.  HACKER,  Secretary . 


December  29,  1857. 
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REPOET  OF  THE  SUPERINTENDENT  OF  THE 

WHITE  DEPARTMENT. 

✓ 

To  the  Managers  of  the  Mouse  of  Refuge. 

The  Superintendent  of  the  White  Department  respectfully 
reports: 


Ihe  number  admitted  and  dischai 
to  January  1, 1858,  is  as  follows: — 

Committed  by  Magistrates, 

“  Courts  of  Philadelphia 

“  u  Montgomery 

“  “  Lancaster, 

u  u  Northampton 

“  “  Schuylkill, 

11  u  Cumberland, 

“  u  Blair, 

“  “  Union, 

“  “  Montour, 

“  u  Dauphin, 

“  “  Berks, 

“  “  Luzerne, 

“  “  Bucks, 

11  11  Wyoming, 

Returned,  having  been  indentured, 

“  voluntarily,  . 

u  having  escaped, 

Discharged : — 

By  indenture,  .... 

Returned  to  friends,  . 

Examining  Judge,  .... 

Order  of  Court,  .... 

Sent  to  Prison,  .... 

“  Alms  House, 

Discharged, . 

Escaped,  returning  from  Court, 
u  from  custody  of  Officers, 

Remaining  in  the  Institution  January 


,  from  January  1, 


Boys.  Girls.  Total. 

173  60  233 


li 

4 

1 

5 

a 

4 

— 

4 

a 

3 

— 

3 

u 

1 

1 

2 

u 

_ 

1 

1 

u 

1 

— 

1 

u 

1 

— 

1 

u 

3 

— 

3 

u 

4 

— 

4 

u 

1 

— 

1 

u 

1 

1 

2 

u 

1 

— 

1 

33 

18 

51 

•  • 

6 

— 

6 

• 

1 

— 

1 

247 

82 

329 

Boys. 

Girls. 

Total 

89 

56 

145 

56 

15 

71 

20 

1 

21 

1 

— 

1 

1 

— 

1 

1 

— 

1 

11 

5 

16 

1 

— 

1 

2 

— 

2 

182 

77 

259 

,  1858, 

246 

68 

314 
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133  were  committed  on  complaint,  and  by  request  of  their 
parents  or  nearest  friends,  namely,  90  boys  and  43  girls. 

Those  admitted  were  born  as  follows : — 

In  the  city  and  county  of  Philadelphia,  180 ;  in  other  coun¬ 
ties  of  Pennsylvania,  46  ;  New  York,  14;  New  Jersey,  10; 
Delaware,  3;  Maryland,  3;  Massachusetts,  2;  Kentucky,  1; 
Missouri,  1;  Texas,  1;  District  of  Columbia,  2;  New  Bruns¬ 
wick,  1 ;  Upper  Canada,  1 ;  England,  7 ;  Ireland,  37 ;  Scotland, 
5;  Austria,  1;  Germany,  12;  Portugal,  2.  Total,  329. 

129  were  of  American  parentage;  125  Irish;  43  German; 
16  English;  8  Scotch;  3  French;  2  Portuguese;  1  Swedish; 
Unknown,  2.  Total,  329. 

Of  the  inmates,  42  had  lost  both  parents  previous  to  their 
admission  into  the  house;  40  their  mothers;  75  their  fathers — 
in  all  157  had  lost  one  or  both  parents  by  death. 

The  average  age  of  boys,  when  admitted,  was  13  years;  girls, 
15  years. 

Average  number  of  inmates  through  the  year  was,  boys,  201 ; 
girls,  56. 

The  greatest  number  of  inmates  at  any  one  time  was,  boys, 
246 ;  girls,  68. 

The  boys  were  indentured  as  follows : — 

To  farmers,  53;  shoemakers,  6;  blacksmiths,  5;  bakers,  3; 
hatters,  3;  carpenters,  2;  tanners,  2;  barbers,  2;  millers,  2; 
tinsmith,  1 ;  cabinetmaker,  1 ;  tailor,  1 ;  brushmaker,  1 ;  clothier, 
1 ;  storekeeper,  1 ;  auger  maker,  1 ;  stonecutter,  1 ;  moulder,  1 ; 
cooper,  1 ;  bolt  manufacturer,  1.  Total,  89. 

WORK  DONE  BY  BOYS. 

Amount  of  labor  in  the  daguerreotype  shop, 

“  “  brush  “ 

“  “  smith  “ 

“  “  box  “ 


.  $1,383  00 

1,345  97 
976  91 
238  55 


$3,944  43 
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In  the  Daguerreotype  Shop . 

Daguerreotype  cases, 

.  gross, 

1,300 

Spectacles 

u 

•  •  • 

a 

• 

100 

Brush  Shop . 

Hand  scrubs, 

.  gross, 

445 

Shoe  brushes, 

a 

180 

Horse  u 

a 

52 

Stove  “ 

u 

10 

Cloth  “ 

a 

T 

Hair  “ 

u 

9 

Clamps  “ 

a 

30 

Smith  and  Box  Shop . 

No  returns  were 

rendered. 

Knitting  Boom. 

Stockings, 

•  •  •  • 

.  dozen, 

36 

WORK  DONE  BY  GIRLS. 

Shirts  made, 

550 

Jackets, 

T26 

Pants, 

750 

Under  garments, 

•  •  •  • 

150 

Frocks, 

150 

Quilts, 

15 

Comfortables, 

88 

Skirts, 

79 

Boys’  aprons, 

267 

Spreads, 

96 

Towels, 

40 

Capes, 

30 

Girls’  aprons, 

80 

Suspenders, 

.  pairs, 

221 

Sheets, 

248 

Pillow  cases, 

16 

Stockings, 

• 

.  pairs, 

114 

Carpet  balls, 

•  •  •  • 

.  lbs., 

376 

House  work,  washing,  ironing  and  mending. 
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EXPENDITURES  OF  WHITE  DEPARTMENT  FOR  1857. 


Salaries, 

Provisions. 

Beef  for  officers’  table 
“  inmates’  “ 
Mutton,  veal  and  pork, 
“  for  inmates,  , 
Ham  and  dried  beef, 
Fish, 

Rye  and  wheat  flour, 
Corn  meal, 

Rice  and  barley, 
Potatoes,  . 

Turnips,  . 

Beans  and  peas, 

Milk, 

Butter, 

Marketing, 

Coffee, 

Tea, 

Sugar, 

Cheese, 

Molasses,  . 

Vinegar,  . 

Spices, 

Hops  and  malt,  . 
Lard, 

Salts, 

Clothing. 

Boys’  clothing,  . 
Girls’  “ 

Boys’  shoes, 

Girls’  “ 


3880  : 

lbs. 

$  388 

00 

26,239 

u 

1,459 

57 

774 

u 

88 

26 

740 

u 

74 

00 

217 

(6 

33 

45 

2,094 

U 

99 

09 

101,377 

U 

2,895 

68 

16,064 

U 

320 

10 

3,015 

U 

152 

12 

651 

bus. 

508 

15 

52 

a 

14 

50 

131 

u 

182 

92 

1,369 

galls. 

255 

58 

692 

lbs. 

213 

10 

• 

• 

147 

77 

1,010 

lbs. 

115 

65 

121 

u 

57 

58 

1,101 

u 

127 

28 

122 

u 

17 

37 

1,233 

gals. 

543 

84 

•  43 

u 

4 

47 

• 

•  • 

31 

90 

• 

•  • 

15 

85 

379 

lbs. 

51 

50 

19 

sacks, 

34 

70 

• 

1,161 

70 

• 

148 

52 

644  pairs, 

726 

10 

246  “ 

246 

00 

$5,786  71 


i 


7,832  43 


$2,282  32  $13,619  14 
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Amount  brought  forward,  $2,282  82  $13,619  14 
Mending,  .....  333  01 

Muslins  .  .  .  1,960  yds.,  203  79 

Combs,  thread,  ....  153  16 


Furniture,  brooms,  bedding,  &c.,  . 
Repairs  and  improvements, 

Fuel  and  heating  apparatus. 


Coal, 

Pine  wood, 
Tin  work, 


380  tons,  1,534  00 
5J  cords,  33  00 
.  48  72 


2,972  28 
393  24 
1,576  95 


1,615  72 


For  light. 


Gas, 

•  •  • 

573  97 

Candles,  . 

®  •  • 

10  46 

Cleansing. 

Cleansing  house, 

•  •  • 

156  00 

Soap, 

2,256  lbs., 

124  06 

Starch, 

.  72  “ 

8  40 

Lime,  sand,  and  hauling, 

•  •  • 

89  22 

Hospital  and  other  expenses. 

Physician’s  services,  . 

•  •  • 

100  00 

Medicines  and  dentistry, 

•  •  • 

73  83 

Bringing  subjects, 

•  •  • 

247  46 

Sending  away  subjects, 

*  •  • 

22  20 

Water  rents, 

•  •  • 

206  00 

Postage, 

•  •  • 

32  33 

Books  and  Stationery, 

•  •  • 

199  08 

Carriage  hire  and  omnibus 

fare,  . 

49  39 

Cleaning  sinks,  . 

•  •  • 

35  50 

Sundries,  . 

•  •  • 

88  09 

584  43 


387  68 


0 


1,053  88 
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Amount  brought  forward,  $22,203  32 

EXPENDED  FOR  BOTH  WHITE  AND  COLORED  DEPARTMENTS. 


Salary  of  agent,  rent  of  office,  and 
room,  . 

Printing  of  Annual  Report,  and  paper, 
“  Memorials,  Cards,  and  Cir¬ 

culars, 

Travelling  expenses  of  agent  in  visiting 

children,  . 

Horse  keeping,  . 

Repairing  carriages, 

Harness  and  repairs, 

Sundries,  . 

• 

Total, 


Managers’ 
§780  00 
119  31 

188  80 

108  40 
370  78 
136  96 
63  21 
809  89 


2,577  35 
§24,780  67 


We  have  ample  reason  for  believing  that  the  labors  of  the 
past  year  have  been  productive  of  much  good  to  the  youth 
generally  who  have  experienced  the  fostering  care  of  this  Insti¬ 
tution.  This  is  abundantly  exemplified  by  their  daily  deport¬ 
ment,  as  exhibited  by  their  diligent  labor  in  the  work  shops, 
their  close  application  to  study  in  the  school  rooms,  and  their 
peaceable  behaviour  in  the  yards.  Their  cheerful,  healthy 
appearance  interests  every  beholder;  and  frequent  are  the 
remarks  of  surprise,  that  so  many  vicious  youth,  unaccus¬ 
tomed  as  they  had  been  to  proper  restraint  or  wholesome 
influence,  could  so  readily  become  the  subjects  of  a  discipline 
that  deprives  them  of  them  personal  liberty,  interferes  with  the 
indulgence  of  their  vicious  propensities,  and  subjects  them  to 
the  reception  of  truths  that  are  designed  to  elevate  their  moral, 
intellectual  and  religious  condition.  Such  observations  elicit 
the  reply,  that  human  nature  is  not  so  depraved  but  that  there 
is  some  sensitive  part  of  it,  which,  if  properly  and  judiciously 
appealed  to,  can  be  made  the  means  of  a  moral  renovation  of 
the  entire  character.  And  more  especially  is  this  the  case  in 
the  season  of  youth,  when  the  heart  has  not  become  obdurate 
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and  hard  by  repeated  transgressions  of  human  and  divine  law,  j 
bijt  still  retains  that  plastic  character,  which  can  be  moulded 
into  all  that  is  pure  and  good  by  the  inculcation  of  moral  and 
religious  truths.  Not  only  is  their  conduct  here  of  the  most 
gratifying  character,  and  this  arising,  we  trust,  from  a  whole¬ 
some,  radical  change  in  their  views  and  feelings,  and  not  from 
a  selfish  or  impure  consideration,  but  after  they  have  left  here, 
to  enter  upon  the  busy  scenes  of  the  world,  exposed  to  its  trials 
and  temptations,  the  same  happy  result  is  generally  testified  to 
by  numerous  letters  from  persons  who  have  them  as  apprentices. 

A  re-classification  of  the  boys  has  taken  place.  All  over  15 
are  assigned  to  the  B  division,  and  those  under  to  the  A.  This 
has  a  tendency  to  equalize  the  numbers  in  the  two  divisions,  and 
also  prevents  the  stigmatizing  of  one  class  as  more  depraved 
than  the  other.  There  is  no  transfer  as  formerly.  They 
remain  in  their  divisions  until  they  are  considered  sufficiently 
reformed  to  leave  the  Institution.  This  arrangement  prevents 
the  younger  inmates  from  becoming  companions  of  the  older 
ones,  and  all  evil  influences  which  might  result  from  this  asso¬ 
ciation  are  averted.  So  far  as  each  division  itself  is  concerned, 
if  the  prevailing  moral  sentiment  is  of  the  right  character,  the 
companionship  of  the  corrupt  with  those  who  are  better,  will  be 
eminently  beneficial. 

To  produce  a  home  feeling  among  the  boys,  and  stimulate 
them  to  renewed  exertion  in  the  path  of  duty,  social  meetings  . 
are  held  one  evening  in  each  week.  Boys  in  the  Class  of  Honor 
had  the  privilege  of  attending  first,  then  those  in  Class  1,  2,  &c. 
All  have  the  opportunity,  by  exemplary  conduct,  of  partici¬ 
pating  in  the  enjoyments  of  these  social  re-unions.  Vocal  and 
instrumental  music,  humorous  and  instructive  games,  with  some 
slight  refreshment,  render  these  meetings  a  source  of  much 
gratification  to  the  boys. 

Owing  to  financial  difficulties  in  the  month  of  November, 
Messrs.  Chapin  &  Markley  were  obliged  to  discontinue  opera¬ 
tions  in  the  Smith  Shop,  with  the  expectation  of  again  resuming 
at  an  early  period.  It  is  to  be  regretted  that  all  of  our  boys 
cannot  be  constantly  employed.  There  are  67  in  the  Daguer- 
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reotype  and  Brush  Shops;  70  of  the  smaller  boys  are  instructed 
by  the  nurse  in  knitting,  and  15  are  engaged  in  miscellaneous 
duties.  The  94  boys  who  are  unemployed  receive  two  addi¬ 
tion  school  sessions  during  the  day,  but  they  are  deprived  of 
an  efficient  means  towards  their  moral  reclamation,  and  the 
want  of  which  has,  in  many  instances,  been  the  primary  cause 
of  their  departure  from  the  path  of  rectitude.  As  their  liveli¬ 
hood  is  to  be  gained  by  honest  industry,  they  should  be  quali¬ 
fied,  morally,  intellectually,  and  physically,  to  enter  upon  the 
active  pursuits  of  life,  fully  prepared  to  discharge  their  duty 
faithfully.  Unaccustomed  to  labor  here,  it  is  to  be  feared  tha^ 
when  they  are  indentured  to  the  farming  or  some  mechanical 
business,  they  will  not  cheerfully  and  diligently  engage  in  their 
respective  avocations. 

We  are  under  many  obligations  to  Thomas  L.  Kane,  Esq., 
for  the  very  lively  interest  he  has  manifested  in  our  Sabbath- 
School.  This  important  department  of  instruction  has  under¬ 
gone  a  thorough  re-organization.  The  school,  under  the  con¬ 
trol  of  Abner  F.  Olds,  as  Superintendent,  is  divided  into  a 
number  of  small  classes,  each  occupying  a  different  room.  The 
disadvantages  that  necessarily  resulted  from  having  all  the 
scholars  in  one  room,  and  which  interfered  to  some  degree  with 
their  advancement,  are  now  avoided.  Question-books  have 
been  introduced,  and  regular  lessons  are  given  to  the  pupils. 
They  have  already  made  commendable  progress  in  storing  their 
minds  with  Scriptural  knowledge.  Our  teachers  are  faithful 
and  efficient  laborers.  Each  one  having  the  same  small  class 
on  every  Sabbath,  has  an  opportunity  of  becoming  intimately 
acquainted  with  the  moral  and  intellectual  condition  of  its 
members,  and  by  so  doing  is  better  enabled  to  use  such  argu¬ 
ments  and  persuasions  as  will  promote  their  spiritual  welfare. 

Almost  uninterrupted  good  health  has  prevailed  during  the 
past  year.  With  but  two  exceptions,  the  cases  were  of  a  mild 
character,  detaining  the  patients  but  a  short  period  from  their 
daily  exercises.  Not  a  death  has  occurred  in  this  department 
for  the  last  four  years.  We  have  especial  reason  to  be  thankful 
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to  a  kind  Providence  that  has  so  long  favored  us  with  sound., 
vigorous  health. 

To  the  gentlemen  who  have  conducted  our  Sabbath  services 
in  the  Chapel,  to  my  fellow-officers,  who  have  zealously  and 
efficiently  co-operated  with  me  in  promoting  the  welfare  of  our 
youthful  charge,  and  to  the  Managers,  who  have  kindly  given 
me  their  valuable  assistance,  I  tender  my  grateful  acknowledg¬ 
ments.  With  the  ardent  wish  that  the  Divine  blessing  may  rest 
upon  our  future  efforts  in  this  highly  important  field  of  labor, 
I  remain, 

Very  respectfully, 

JESSE  K.  MTCEEVER,  Sup’t. 

January  1,  1858. 
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REPORT  OF  THE  SUPERINTENDENT  OF  THE 
COLORED  DEPARTMENT. 

To  the  Managers  of  the  House  of  Refuge. 


The  Superintendent  of  the  Colored  Department  would  re¬ 
spectfully  report  the  number  admitted  and  discharged  during 
the  past  year,  as  follows : 


Committed  by  magistrates  of  Philadel¬ 

Boys. 

Girls. 

Total, 

phia  County, 

46 

8 

54 

Committed  by  the  Courts  of  the  county, 

4 

1 

5 

“  “  Lancaster 

5 

0 

5 

“  “  Delaware 

2 

0 

2 

“  “  Mifflin 

1 

0 

1 

“  “  Lycoming 

1 

0 

1 

“  “  Franklin 

1 

0 

1 

Returned  by  master, 

7 

6 

13 

“  voluntarily, 

3 

0 

3 

Absconded  from  master  and  arrested, 

5 

0 

5 

75 

15 

90 

Discharged : 

By  Indenture,  .... 

48 

12 

60 

Returned  to  friends, 

9  - 

4 

13 

Unfit  subjects,  .... 

2 

0 

2 

40 

59 

16 

75 

Remaining  in  this  Department 

December  31,  1857, 

102 

34 

136 

Of  those  committed,  30  have  been  at  the  request  of  their 
parents  or  nearest  friends,  and  11  for  vagrancy. 

Those  admitted  were  born  as  follows  : — 

Philadelphia,  30 ;  other  counties  in  the  State,  13 ;  Dela¬ 
ware,  2 ;  New  Jersey,  3 ;  New  York,  2  ;  North  Carolina,  1 ; 
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District  of  Columbia,  1 ;  Connecticut,  1.  The  rest  not  ascer¬ 
tained. 

The  average  age  of  those  admitted  were  of  hoys  a  little  under 
13,  and  of  girls  a  little  over  14  years. 


The  average  number  during  the  year  was,  of  boys,  91 J  ;  and 
of  girls,  32J. 

The  largest  number  at  any  one  time  was,  of  boys,  102,  and 
of  girls,  37. 


The  hoys  have  been  employed  as  follows :  — 

In  making  umbrella  furniture, 

In  manufacturing  tin  ware  (first  six  months,) 


34 

20 

12 

10 

26 


Shoemaking, 

Miscellaneous, 

Unemployed, 


102 


The  quantity  of  wire  worked  up  is  about  150,000  pounds, 
and  the  earnings  of  the  boys  in  this  department  is  $1236  30. 

At  the  commencement  of  the  year,  some  of  the  boys  were 
employed  in  the  manufacturing  of  tin  ware,  which  we  hoped 
would  have  continued ;  but  the  person  who  employed  the  boys, 
found  it  did  not  prove  as  advantageous  as  was  expected  to  him, 
he  only  remained  six  months.  The  amount  of  their  labor  from 
that  time,  was  $364  34.  Since  then,  those  boys  have  had  no 
employment. 

The  manufacturing  of  shoes  has  gone  steadily  on,  and  sup¬ 
plied  all  the  wants  of  the  two  departments.  The  actual  cost 
to  the  institution  has  been  for  salary  of  overseer,  $336,  and 
for  stock,  $1767  45,  and  has  produced 


For  boys  wear,  1252  pairs, 

“  girls  “  509  “ 

Repaired,  1382  “ 

Officers  and  others, 


$1418  35 


509  00 
558  18 

114  24 


$2599  77 
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There  is  now  quite  a  large  stock  of  shoes  on  hand,  after 
supplying  our  own  wants. 

The  advantages  which  these  hoys  derive  from  the  knowledge 
they  gain,  cannot  he  fully  estimated,  as  it  not  only  is  good  dis¬ 
cipline  while  here,  but  is  fitting  them  for  making  a  living  after 
they  leave  the  institution. 

We  are  suffering  from  the  pressure  of  the  times,  as  well  as  all 
others  in  the  community. 

Operations  in  our  working  departments  have  stopped,  except 
the  shoe  shop ;  and  will  remain  so,  until  business  revives  so  as 
to  enable  those  who  employ  the  boys  to  dispose  of  the  work  al¬ 
ready  manufactured. 

The  time  lost  in  the  shops  is  a  gain  to  them  in  their  educa¬ 
tion,  as  their  school  session  is  held  during  that  time,  and,  con¬ 
sequently,  gives  them  more  time  in  school. 

During  the  summer  season  the  boys  who  were  not  employed, 
had  an  extra  session  of  school  in  the  morning,  and  in  the  after¬ 
noon,  were  under  the  care  of  the  nurse,  who  instructed  them 
in  knitting  and  sewing,  and  made  the  following  articles.  Knit 
stockings,  72  pairs;  made  suspenders,  62  pairs;  aprons  for 
boys,  33  ;  shirts,  28 ;  bedticks,  12  :  besides  several  other  arti¬ 
cles  too  small  to  mention. 

The  girls  in  their  department  have  made  up  the  following : 


Girls’  aprons,  .....  40 

Spreads,  .  .  .  .  .  .  73 

Dresses,  ......  615 

Cotton  shirts,  .....  206 

Flannel  shirts,  .....  156 

Boys’  aprons,  ......  136 

Pillow  slips,  .....  88 

Towels,  .....  53 

Skirts  quilted,  .....  67 

Shirts  made,  .....  125 

Comfortables,  .....  4 

Under  garments,  .....  40 

Curtains,  .....  Ill 

Bed  ticks,  .....  24 

3 
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Sheets, 

.  .  .  .  '  60 

Pants, 

.  .  .  .  206 

Jackets, 

«  .  »  .  80 

Carpet  balls, 

.  .  .  .  lbs.  130 

Besides  washing,  ironing, 

mending,  cooking,  house  cleaning,  &c. 

THE  EXPENDITURES  HAVE  BEEN  AS  FOLLOWS  : — 

Salaries, 

Provisions. 

.  $3115  00 

Beef  for  inmates, 

10,985  lbs.  $617  77 

Snet,  44 

432  “  53  99 

Mutton,  44 

207  “  20  70 

Beef  for  officers, 

1344  “  134  40 

Mutton,  veal,  &c., 

511  “  51  10 

Ham  and  dried  beef, 

185  “  29  93 

Fish, 

60  48 

Wheat  flour, 

23,337  44  749  96 

Rye  44 

20,018  44  466  05 

Corn  meal, 

12,920  44  260  39 

Rice, 

675  44  30  38 

Homony  and  beans,  . 

18  bus.  30  50 

Potatoes, 

323  44  243  73 

Turnips, 

122  44  31.62 

Coffee, 

463  lbs.  50  93 

Tea, 

29  44  11  60 

Sugar, 

606  44  72  15 

Milk, 

638f  gals.  127  75 

Butter, 

406  lbs.  120  38 

Cheese, 

51  44  7  33 

Dried  fruit, 

14  72 

Molasses, 

850  gals.  334  94 

Lard, 

131  lbs.  20  20 

Salt, 

6  sacks  12  87 

Vinegar, 

42  gals.  5  25 

Cabbage, 

571  hds.  24  56 

Marketing, 

140  56  3524  24 

Carried  forward, 


6,639  24 


/ 


i 

35 

Brought  forward, 

6,639  24 

Clothing . 

Satinet, 

65TJ  yds. 

361 

63 

Drilling, 

502  “ 

55 

22 

Cutting  garments,  . 

19 

35 

Calico,  &c.,  . 

571  “ 

63 

48 

Window  curtains,  . 

125  “ 

25 

63 

Muslin, 

682  “ 

83 

60 

Flannel, 

318  “ 

93 

86 

Boys’  aprons, 

166  “ 

24 

01 

Hats  and  caps, 

24  doz. 

54 

00 

Boys’  shoes, 

202  pairs, 

232 

45 

Girls’  “ 

177  “ 

177 

00 

Repairing, 

558  “ 

224 

90 

Stockings, 

18  doz. 

42 

55 

Trimmings, 

80 

04 

1537  72 

Hardware, 

•  • 

9 

20 

Tinware, 

•  • 

110  65 

Woodenware, 

•  • 

50 

89 

Queensware, 

•  • 

9 

29 

Bedding, 

•  • 

13 

50 

Burlaps, 

231  yds. 

29 

46 

Straw, 

1010  lbs. 

8 

08 

Carpet,  (woven) 

52  yds. 

11 

50 

Brooms, 

14  doz. 

27 

75 

Brushes, 

10 

60 

280  92 

Fuel  and  light . 

Coal, 

• 

132  tons, 

524 

50 

Wood, 

• 

7 

00 

Gas, 

• 

220 

93 

Oil  and  candles, 

• 

12 

88 

765  31 

Carried  forward, 

9,223  19 

36 


Brought  forward, 


Repairs. 


Carpenter  work  and  lumber, 

252 

12 

Brickwork,  .  .  . 

73 

05 

Plumbing,  ..... 

125 

47 

Hardware,  ..... 

69 

80 

Ventilators,  boys’  and  girls’  dormitories, 

158 

91 

Painting  and  glazing, 

102 

87 

Heating  apparatus  in  boys’  wash-house, 

58 

19 

Resetting  furnace,  .... 

33 

87 

Resetting  kitchen  range, 

23 

24 

Stoves,  pipes,  &c., 

23 

75 

Locksmith,  .... 

4 

31 

New  building. 


As  per  contract, 

1232 

07 

Iron  window  guards, 

18 

80 

Steam  pipes,  valves,  &c., 

387 

50 

Plumbing, 

367 

30 

Wood  tank, 

35 

00 

Earthen  pipes  for  drainage, 

17 

35 

Gas  fitting, 

37 

79 

Hospital. 


Medicine,  .... 

• 

78  85 

Dentistry,  .... 

• 

8  00 

Physician’s  salary,  . 

• 

100  00 

Stationery, 

Soap, 

Combs,  . 

Travelling, 

Bringing  subjects,  . 
Postage, 

Hauling  dirt  and  garden, 
Water  rent, 

Sundries, 


•  •  •  • 

1550  lbs.  113  50 
10  52 
47  11 
63  00 
9  00 
54  66 
50  00 
130  47 


9,223  19 


925  58 


2095  81 


186  85 
79  79 


478  26 


$12,989  48 
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The  new  building  which  has  been  erected  the  past  year  for 
kitchen,  washing  and  drying  rooms  at  an  expense  of  a  little 
over  $2000,  has  added  greatly  to  the  convenience,  comfort,  and 
health  of  the  female  portion  of  this  department  of  the  institu¬ 
tion  ;  and  they  desire  particularly  to  acknowledge  their  obliga¬ 
tions  to  the  Board  for  their  kindness  in  granting  that  which 
has  done  so  much  to  relieve  them,  and  to  render  so  great  assist¬ 
ance  in  the  maintenance  of  discipline. 

On  behalf  of  the  children,  I  would  acknowledge  the  kind¬ 
ness  of  those  who  come  to  instruct  them  in  the  chapel  on  the 
Sabbath;  also  the  Sabbath-school  for  the  boys.  I  am  sorry  to 
say  we  have  no  regular  teacher  for  the  girls  on  the  Sabbath. 
It  would  be  very  desirable  if  some  warm  hearted  female  of  ex¬ 
perience  would  take  hold  of  this  matter,  and  render  some  fur¬ 
ther  aid  in  carrying  forward  a  work  so  very  promising. 

By  reference  to  the  report  of  the  teacher  of  the  boys’  school, 
it  will  be  seen  that  our  boys  have  appropriated  some  of  their 
earnings  by  overwork  to  increase  their  reading  matter  in  the 
library.  In  addition  to  that,  during  the  excessive  cold  weather 
of  last  winter,  they  started  a  project  by  which  money  to  the 
amount  of  $15  was  collected  and  paid  over  to  one  of  our  city 
missionaries,  to  be  distributed  among  the  poor. 

To  enter  into  the  merits  of  an  institution  like  this,  would 
only  be  to  reiterate  what  has  already  been  said  many  times. 
I  will,  therefore,  simply  call  the  attention  of  the  Board 
to  the  fact,  that,  we  are  especially  called  upon  at  this  time, 
to  acknowledge  the  kindness  of  a  superintending  Providence  : 
during  the  past  year,  not  a  single  death  has  occurred,  and 
very  little  sickness  have  we  had.  There  has  been  no  year 
passed  since  the  opening  of  this  department,  but  we  have 
been  called  upon  to  record  the  death  of  one  or  more  of  its 
inmates,  until  the  one  now  closed ;  and  with  the  exception 
of  a  month  past,  we  have  had  no  case  of  sickness  that  re¬ 
quired  the  use  of  the  infirmary ;  the  one  alluded  to  is  that  of  a 
boy,  who  to  all  human  appearances,  is  not  to  remain  with  us 
long. 
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To  the  various  committees  I  would  tender  my  most  sincere 
thanks  for  their  kindness  in  rendering  assistance  in  managing 
the  affairs  of  this  department,  as  well  as  to  all  others,  who  have 
contributed  in  any  way  to  further  the  interests  of  an  enterprise 
so  laudable. 

Hoping  still  for  a  continuance  of  the  harmony  and  good 
feeling  that  prevail  among  its  officers,  and  all  those  favors 
which  are  so  needful  from  our  heavenly  Father,  to  lead  these 
erring  ones  in  the  paths  of  truth  and  usefulness. 

This  report  is  respectfully  submitted  by 

ELISHA  SWINNEY,  Swpt. 


/ 
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REPORT  OF  THE  PRINCIPAL  TEACHER  OF  THE  BOYS’ 
SCHOOL,  HOUSE  OF  REFUGE,  WHITE  DEPARTMENT. 

To  J.  K.  M‘Keever,  Superintendent. 

Number  of  boys  in  school,  January  1st,  1857,  .  .  181 

“  admitted  during  the  year,  .  .  223 

“  ’  discharged  u  .  .  164 

“  in  school  at  present  time,  .  .  240 

Of  those  admitted :  19  did  not  know  the  alphabet ;  64  could 
spell  monosyllables  ;  72  read  elementary  lessons  ;  55  read  well ; 
13  read  fluently :  80  could  not  write  ;  79  wrote  their  names; 
24  wrote  legibly;  30  wrote  neatly;  10  wrote  well :  99  had  no 
knowledge  of  arithmetic ;  38  performed  addition  ;  13  perform¬ 
ed  subtraction ;  23  performed  multiplication ;  25  performed 
division ;  23  performed  fractional  operations  ;  2  could  extract 
the  square  root. 

Of  those  discharged:  7  knew  the  alphabet;  10  could  spell 
monosyllables  ;  11  read  elementary  lessons  ;  82  read  well ;  54 
read  fluently ;  8  could  not  write ;  9  wrote  their  names ;  38 
wrote  legibly;  55  wrote  neatly;  54  wrote  well;  10  had  no 
knowledge  of  arithmetic;  8  performed  addition;  8  performed 
multiplication ;  60  performed  division ;  15  performed  reduction ; 
53  performed  fractional  operations  ;  10  could  extract  the  square 
root. 

The  240  now  in  attendance  are  arranged  in  four  divisions, 
each  subdivided  into  three  classes,  through  which  a  thorough 
system  of  examination  and  promotion  is  maintained  according 
to  the  qualifications  and  advancement  of  the  pupils. 

The  1st  division  in  charge  of  the  Principal,  consists  of  61  boys, 
who  read  fluently,  write  neatly,  perform  operations  in  denomi¬ 
nate  numbers,  and  receive  oral  instruction  in  the  principles  of 
English  grammar. 

The  2d  division  in  charge  of  Mr.  John  Lawrie,  consists  of  67 
boys,  who  in  their  respective  classes  read  well,  write  from  dic¬ 
tation,  and  perform  operations  in  the  simple  rules  of  arith¬ 
metic. 
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The  3d  division  in  charge  of  Mr.  Stephen  Cuthbert,  consists 
of  59  boys,  who  read  in  primary  books,  write  legibly,  and 
learn  arithmetical  tables,  preparatory  to  entering  the  higher 
divisions. 

The  4th  division  in  charge  of  Miss  S.  E.  Smith,  consists  of 
53  boys,  who  spell,  read  easy  lessons,  and  write  names  on 
slates. 

In  the  1st  and  2d  divisions,  particular  attention  is  paid  to 
definition  and  composition,  while  in  all  the  divisions  geography 
is  taught  by  singing,  Pelton’s  outline  Maps  being  used. 

Having  presented  you  with  the  above  statistics,  I  would 
briefly  remark,  that  our  schools  have  received  all  the  assistance 
which  a  liberal  spirit  of  philanthropy  could  suggest,  and  at  the 
present  time  will  compare  favorably  with  those  of  our  sister 
institutions. 

The  usual  school-room  exercises  have  been  varied  by  devot¬ 
ing  a  portion  of  time  to  singing,  reading  of  books  from  the 
Library,  and  preparing  Sabbath  lessons. 

Our  Library  with  its  weekly  issue  of  130  volumes,  has  as 
heretofore  proved  of  great  service  in  imparting  useful  infor¬ 
mation.  It  has  been  increased  by  a  donation  of  one  hundred 
dollars  from  John  P.  Crozier,  Esq.,  also  numerous  volumes 
from  Alexander  Fullerton,  and  Isaac  Collins,  Esqrs.  Their 
generosity  needs  no  comment.  The  regulations  of  the  School 
Committee,  under  the  efficient  administration  of  my  worthy 
predecessor,  Dr.  Thomas  Shearer,  have  proved  of  great  utility 
in  accomplishing  the  object  of  the  Institution. 

To  the  Superintendent,  for  his  uniform  kindness  and  support, 
and  to  the  Teachers,  Miss  Smith,  and  Messrs.  Lawrie  and 
Cuthbert,  for  their  faithful  discharge  of  duty  and  hearty  co¬ 
operation  in  promoting  the  interest  of  those  committed  to  our 
care,  I  return  my  sincere  thanks,  hoping  that  the  unanimity  of 
action  which  has  characterized  the  past  year  may  be  continued, 
and  that  through  Divine  favor,  the  same  gratifying  results  may 
follow. 

I  am,  yours  respectfully, 

L.  T.  HEATH, 

Assistant  Superintendent  and  Teacher. 
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REPORT  OF  THE  TEACHER  OF  THE  GIRLS’  SCHOOL, 
HOUSE  OF  REFUGE,  WHITE  DEPARTMENT. 

To  J.  K.  M‘Keever,  Superintendent. 

The  following  official  statistics  are  reported: — 


Number  of  girls  in  school  January  1, 1857, 

.  61 

Admitted  during  the  year, 

.  73 

Discharged  “  “  ... 

.  70 

In  school  at  present  time, 

:  64 

Average  attendance,  .... 

.  52 

Could  read  when  admitted,  fluently, 

.  16 

“  “  tolerably, 

.  26 

Could  not  read  when  admitted, 

.  25 

Could  read  fluently  when  discharged, 

.  27 

“  tolerably  “  “ 

.  38 

“  easy  lessons  u  “ 

.  5 

Number  of  visits  paid  by  School  Committee, 

.  96 

Weekly  average  of  Library  books  loaned, 

.  50 

Class. 

1st. 


2d. 


3d. 


CLASSES  AND  STUDIES. 

No.  Studies. 

18.  Reading,  writing,  arithmetic,  geography,  and 
Peter  Parley’s  Common  School  History. 
These  read  fluently,  write  well,  and  use  the 
second  part  of  Emerson’s  Arithmetic. 

15.  Reading,  writing,  arithmetic  and  geography. 
These  read  and  write  well,  and  have  various 
attainments  in  the  first  part  of  the  U.  S. 
Arithmetic. 

17.  Reading,  writing,  and  arithmetic.  These  read 
in  Emerson’s  Third  Class  Reader,  and  can 
write  legibly. 

14.  These  are  but  beginning  to  spell,  read,  write, 
and  cipher. 


4th. 
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I  have  thus  accurately  presented  the  attainments  of  those 
admitted  and  discharged,  and  must  conclude,  that  in  this  field 
of  wide-spread  labor,  there  is  much  to  be  done  ere  the  subjects 
of  our  care  receive  that  moral  and  mental  culture  so  essential 
to  their  future  welfare  and  happiness. 

I  am  cheered  and  encouraged  by  numerous  facts,  and  com¬ 
pelled  to  believe  the  mind  is  rightly  developed  and  improved 
by  the  present  mode  of  instruction.  True  it  is,  that  we  meet 
with  discouragements,  but  discouragement  is  no  argument 
against  perseverance,  nor  should  it  be  permitted  to  paralyze 
efforts.  And  under  such  circumstances,  allow  me  to  return 
you  and  our  School  Committee  my  warmest  thanks  for  your 
co-operation  and  support. 

To  Mrs.  and  Miss  Kane,  our  thanks  are  due  for  their  inde¬ 
fatigable  and  unostentatious  assistance  in  conducting  the  exer¬ 
cises  of  the  Sunday-school.  To  the  latter  we  are  also  indebted 
for  our  instruction  in  vocal  music ;  may  her  work  and  labor  of 
love  be  amply  rewarded. 

The  Library  has  received  during  the  past  year,  from  J.  P. 
Crozier,  the  liberal  donation  of  one  hundred  dollars,  furnishing 
a  pleasing  and  instructive  variety  of  reading  matter,  highly 
appreciated  by  the  pupils.  A  copy  of  the  “  Daily  Food,”  has 
also  been  presented  by  Mr.  Latimer. 

Unto  Him  who  hath  prospered  our  humble  efforts,  and 
turneth  the  heart  of  man  as  he  listeth,  we  offer  our  heartfelt 
praise  for  His  providential  care  during  the  past  year,  in  in¬ 
ducing  so  many  to  favor  this  great  work  of  reformation. 

HESSY  R.  MILLER,  Teacher. 

January  1,  1858. 


\ 
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REPORT  OF  THE  TEACHER  OF  THE  BOYS’  SCHOOL, 
HOUSE  OF  REFUGE,  COLORED  DEPARTMENT. 

To  Elisha  Swinney ,  Superintendent , 

Sir, — I  would  respectfully  report  the  number  now  attending 
school  exercises  102;  of  these  there  are  50  in  the  second 
division,  under  the  care  of  Mr.  James  Wilson,  to  whom  I  am 
much  indebted  for  his  hearty  co-operation  and  efficiency. 

CLASSIFICATION  AND  ATTAINMENTS. 

No. 

16.  Are  good  readers,  write  a  neat  hand,  cipher  in 
proportion  and  simple  interest,  and  have 
some  knowledge  of  geography. 

12.  Read  with  comparative  fluency,  write  a  fail- 
hand,  cipher  in  compound  numbers. 

12.  Are  respectable  readers,  write  a  plain  hand, 
are  variously  acquainted  with  simple  and 
compound  numbers. 

12.  Are  tolerable  readers,  write  legibly,  are  fami¬ 
liar  with  simple  numbers. 

Second  Division. 

15.  Read  easy  books,  write  a  copy  neatly,  cipher 
in  multiplication. 

14.  Read  Cobb’s  No.  2,  imitate  a  copy  well,  cipher 
in  subtraction,  study  the  arithmetical  tables. 
11.  Read  easy  sentences,  write  on  slates. 

10.  Spell  and  read  monosyllables,  write  their  names. 

Text  Boohs. 

McGuffey’s  series  of  Readers,  Cobb’s  series  Sacred  History, 
Parley’s  Common  School  History,  Murray’s  English  Reader 
and  Introduction,  Peterson’s  Familiar  Science,  The  Old  and 


Class. 

1st. 

2d. 

* 

3d. 

4th. 

5th. 

6th. 

7th. 

8th. 


I 


44 


New  Testaments,  MitcheFs  Primary  Geography,  Vogdes* 
United  States  Arithmetic,  Parts  1  and  2  Colborne’s  Intel¬ 
lectual  Arithmetic. 


Attainments  of  T4  Admitted. 
Could  read  well,  ..... 

“  easy  sentences, 

“  monosyllables, 

Barely  acquainted  with  the  alphabet, 
Ignorant  of  the  alphabet, 


Could  write  a  copy  well,  ..... 
“  write  their  names  only,  .  .  .  . 

u  not  write,  ....... 

Had  some  knowledge  of  compound  numbers, 

“  “  simple  “ 

Knew  the  multiplication  table  in  part, 

Had  no  knowledge  of  figures,  . 

Attainments  of  58  Discharged. 

Had  a  practical  knowledge  of  compound  numbers  and 
further,  ........ 

Were  practically  versed  in  simple  numbers, 
Acquainted  with  the  arithmetical  tables,  . 

Had  no  knowledge  of  figures,  .  .  .  . 


Wrote  a  neat  hand, 

“  plain  legible  hand, 

“  copy  creditably, 

“  their  names, 

Could  not  write, 


6 

16 

14 

20 

18 

T4 

10 

20 

44 

74 

9 

14 

10 

41 

74 


16 

81 

8 

3 

58 

10 

24 

14 

8 

2 


58 
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Could  read  fluently, 

.  14 

l 

“  in  books  generally, 

.  28 

“  easy  reading, 

.  14 

“  monosyllables, 

.  4 

Knew  the  letters  only,  . 

.  3 

58 


The  preceding  tables  present  only  in  part  the  attainments  of 
those  discharged  from  our  schools  during  the  past  year,  and  of 
those  now  remaining  with  us.  How  utterly  destitute  of  all 
moral  and  intellectual  training  these  unfortunate  youth  are, 
when  first  committed  to  our  care,  no  one  save  those  immedi¬ 
ately  connected  with  the  Institution  can  rightly  conceive. 

Few,  if  any,  have  had  sufficient  education  to  enable  them  to 
discharge  the  most  trifling  business  transaction,  and  not  a  few 
come  to  us  at  ages  varying  from  fourteen  to  eighteen  years, 
who  are  unacquainted  with  the  alphabet. 

I  have,  as  far  as  possible,  adhered  to  that  course  of  instruc¬ 
tion  prescribed  by  the  School  Committee,  so  eminently  adapted 
to  the  wants  of  this  class  of  boys,  and  so  successfully  pursued 
by  my  predecessor. 

In  each  department  our  boys  have  not  only  shown  the  ability 
to  learn,  but  have  made  very  creditable  progress. 

To  our  Library,  which  had  become  well  nigh  exhausted,  two 
well-selected  additions  have  been  made.  To  the  kindness  and 
liberality  of  Mr.  John  M.  Ogden,  (Manager,)  who  contributed 
thirty  dollars  for  this  purpose  we  are  indebted,  and  to  the  self- 
denial  of  the  boys,  who,  from  the  trifling  proceeds  of  overwork, 
contributed  toward  the  purchase  of  one  of  the  American  Tract 
Society’s  Libraries,  at  ten  dollars. 

I  am  requested  by  the  boys  to  tender  their  grateful  thanks 
to  Mr.  Gower,  and  the  children  of  the  Broad  Street  Baptist 
Sabbath-School,  (Rev.  Mr.  Day’s,)  for  twenty-five  copies  of  the 
Young  Reaper;  to  the  Editors  of  the  Sabbath-School  Visitor, 
and  other  friends  for  their  liberal  contributions  of  Sabbath 
reading. 
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To  Mr.  John  Sayles,  our  faithful  teacher  in  the  Sabbath- 
School,  our  thanks  are  due.  His  labor  and  instruction  in  this 
department  has  been  attended  with  happy  results. 

In  conclusion,  permit  me,  sir,  to  express  my  gratitude  for 
your  uniform  kindness  and  judicious  advice  in  the  discharge  of 
my  duties.  Trusting  that  our  labor  in  the  past  hath  been 
sanctified,  and  that  our  gracious  and  Almighty  Father  will 
strengthen  our  weakness  in  the  further  discharge  of  our  duties, 
this  Report  is, 

Very  respectfully  submitted, 

J.  HOOD  LAYERTY, 

A&sis’t.  Superintendent  and  Teacher . 


Philadelphia ,  Jariy.  1, 1858. 


% 


\ 
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REPORT  OF  GIRLS’  SCHOOL,  HOUSE  OF  REFUGE, 
COLORED  DEPARTMENT. 


To  Elisha  Swinney ,  Superintendent. 

Sir, — The  school  in  my  charge  consists  of  at  present  35 
pupils,  and  has  averaged  about  that  number  during  the  past 
year.  It  is  divided  into  4  classes,  the  first  or  highest  contain¬ 
ing  those  who  can  read,  write,  cipher,  study  geography,  and 
definitions. 

The  second  comprises  those  who  read  tolerably  well,  and  are 
studying  geography,  arithmetic  and  spelling. 

The  third  class  consists  of  those  who  are  beginning  to  read, 
write,  and  are  commencing  arithmetic. 

The  fourth  class  includes  all  who  are  progressing  from  the 
alphabet,  to  easy  lessons  of  three  and  four  letters. 


The  number  in  the  1st  class,  is 
u  u  2d  u  u 

“  “  3d  “  “ 

“  “  4th  “  “ 


9 

10 

11 

5 


There  have  been  11  admitted  during  the  year,  and  6  return¬ 
ed  by  their  masters,  of  whom  3  could  read,  5  beginning  to  read, 
4  spelling  in  two  or  three  letters,  and  3  were  ignorant  of  the 
alphabet. 

Of  the  16  discharged,  5  could  read  fluently,  write,  and  had 
made  some  progress  in  arithmetic,  8  could  read,  and  write  a 
little,  and  3  were  beginning  to  read. 

There  are  two  school  sessions  per  day,  (except  Saturday,) 
occupying  about  two  hours  in  the  morning,  and  two  and  a  half 
in  the  afternoon  ;  all  study  being  restricted  to  the  school-room, 
improvement  cannot  but  be  gradual. 

The  Library  is  composed  of  239  volumes,  mostly  Sabbath- 
school  books,  suitable  for  Sunday  reading  :  these  are  loaned 
weekly,  as  a  reward  for  good  behaviour,  which  with  the 
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“  Youth’s  Penny  Gazette,”  “  Sabbath-school  Visitor,”  “  Amer¬ 
ican  Messenger,”  “  Sunday-school  Advocate,”  “  Child’s 
Paper,”  and  “Young  Reaper,”  occupy  the  time  not  employed 
in  Chapel  services  during  the  Sabbath. 

We  would  return  our  sincere  thanks  to  the  School  Com¬ 
mittee  for  the  facilities  afforded  for  tuition,  and  to  the  Ladies’ 
Committee,  for  their  visits ;  assisting  and  encouraging  us  in  our 
*  work ;  also  to  the  Matron  for  her  kind  and  judicious  mainte¬ 
nance  of  discipline.  May  their  counsels  be  blest  to  these  girls, 
and  they  reap  a  rich  reward,  for  all  their  care  and  toil,  and 
may  the  fruit  of  their  labors  abundantly  increase,  to  the  honor 
and  glory  of  God,  whose  favor  and  grace  we  implore. 

ELLE  S.  ELMES, 

Teacher . 
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EXTRACTS  FROM  THE  REPORT  OF  THE  AGENT  OF  THE  HOUSE  OF 

REFUGE,  RELATIVE  TO  FORMER  INMATES,  INDENTURED  IN  THE 

STATES  OF  DELAWARE  AND  MARYLAND. 

1.  A.  L.,  apprenticed  to  J.  H.,  near  M.  D.  This  boy’s  situa¬ 
tion  is  not  only  desirable,  but,  in  many  respects,  truly  enviable. 
No  child  can  be  more  highly  favored,  every  necessary  want  is 
abundantly  supplied,  and  he,  in  return  for  the  kindness  and 
attention  manifested  in  his  behalf,  is  studious  to  render  himself 
agreeable,  obedient  and  industrious  :  his  entire  deportment  is 
uniformly  correct,  perfectly  honest  and  truthful ;  takes  quite  an 
interest  in  Sabbath-school,  and  attends  a  place  of  worship  regu¬ 
larly  ;  has  made  tolerable  proficiency  in  learning.  As  an  evi¬ 
dence  of  the  esteem  entertained  by  the  master  for  A.,  he  has 
presented  him  with  a  colt  nearly  two  years  old,  valued  at  one 
hundred  and  fifty  dollars,  a  beautiful  animal,  indeed,  as  I  had 
the  pleasure  of  seeing  it  for  myself.  If  a  kind  Providence 
spare  this  lad  until  he  arrive  to  the  age  of  manhood,  he  will 
doubtless  be  an  intelligent  farmer,  and  a  worthy  citizen. 

2.  J.  D.,  indentured  to  D.  H.,  boot  and  shoemaker,  of - .  J. 

is  a  boy  of  more  than  ordinary  intelligence,  so  far  as  appear¬ 
ances  now  indicate ;  he  is  very  obedient,  perfectly  honest,  and 
scrupulously  truthful ;  this  is  a  remarkable  trait  in  his  charac¬ 
ter  ;  he  detests  the  very  idea  of  the  slightest  deviation  from  this 
principle ;  he  is  possessed  of  extraordinary  mechanical  inge¬ 
nuity,  which  is  rapidly  developing  itself  in  the  making  of  a 
master  workman,  especially  on  boots,  which  is  his  chief  delight ; 
if  he  continues  to  improve  as  he  has  done,  he  will  be  an  excel¬ 
lent  mechanic  and  a  useful  citizen.  J.  has  won  the  admiration 
of  all  around  him, — he  expresses  himself  in  grateful  terms  for 
the  good  influences  of  the  Institution,  which  have  been  of  inesti¬ 
mable  benefit  to  him,  and  will,  without  a  doubt,  prove  beneficial 
throughout  his  entire  life  ;  of  his  home  it  is  useless  to  add  words 
— there  is  none  superior. 
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3.  W.  F.,  with  Capt.  I.  H.,  near  — .  It  affords  much  plea¬ 
sure  to  state  in  behalf  of  this  boy,  that  without  exaggeration,  he 
is  one  of  the  most  circumspect  and  worthy  young  men  in  the 
neighborhood.  He  has  served  his  master  faithfully  about  eight 
years — is  now  nearly  free — and  not  a  word  can  be  said  against  W., 
and  there  is  not  the  slightest  shadow  of  complaint  on  either  side. 
His  disposition  is  good,  and  he  seems  to  deem  it  a  pleasure  to  be 
kind  and  generous  to  all  around  him  ;  his  veracity  is  unquestion¬ 
able,  he  detests  a  falsehood  ;  for  honesty,  sobriety  and  integrity 
he  is  worthy  of  imitation ;  he  has  made  reasonable  progress  in 
learning,  but  has  improved  most  intellectually,  owing  to  a  strong 
predilection  for  reading,  and  generally  selects  moral  and  reli¬ 
gious  works  ;  if  spared  to  see  his  freedom  day  he  will  doubtless 
confer  much  credit  upon  those  to  whom  the  moulding  of  his 
character  and  welfare  has  been  entrusted — his  home  speaks  for 
itself. 

4.  A.  G.,  with  S.  W.,  in - ,  is  in  all  respects  an  excellent 

boy.  His  home  is  a  delightful  one  truly,  very  wealthy  family, 
and  every  desirable  comfort  is  here  in  abundance ;  as  A.  occu¬ 
pies  a  high  position  in  the  good  graces  of  all,  and  especially  his 
master,  he  is  denied  nothing  that  is  for  his  real  good ;  he  likes 
his  situation  very  well,  and  is  pleased  at  the  idea  of  becoming 
a  farmer ;  they  have  the  most  implicit  confidence  in  his  integ¬ 
rity  and  veracity ;  he  is  a  hardy,  energetic  and  thorough-going 
}ad ;  many  privileges  are  given,  and  inducements  held  out, 
which  have  a  noble  effect  in  stimulating  the  boy  to  duty  and  to 
industry.  Such  as  having  a  piece  of  ground  allotted  him,  the 
productions  of  which  are  sold  for  his  benefit,  and  being  per¬ 
mitted  to  raise  stock,  has  at  present  several  head  of  young 
cattle,  and  a  colt,  which  are  his  own,  in  toto  ;  his  master  inti¬ 
mated  to  me  his  intention,  if  he  continues  as  he  has  done  until 
free,  of  setting  him  up  in  farming. 

5.  II.  W.,  apprenticed  formerly  to  G.  H.,  of - .  The  con¬ 

duct  of  this  boy  I  found  to  be  reasonably  good ;  indeed,  consid¬ 
ering  the  treatment  he  received  during  his  time  with  this  un- 
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principled  master,  I  was  surprised  lie  had  not  done  infinitely 
worse.  I  found  him  placed  under  a  tenant  who  managed  the 
affairs  of  Mr.  D.’s  farm,  and  who  exercised  all  control  over 
the  boy,  and  by  whom  he  had  been  severely  chastised  for  little 
or  no  provocation,  and  otherwise  shamefully  treated,  indeed  he 
presented  a  sad  specimen  of  neglect — a  removal  was  indispensa¬ 
ble.  I  at  once  took  the  lad  in  charge,  and  procured  him  another 
situation,  with  a  Mr.  H.  M.,  a  gentleman  highly  recommended, 
with  whom  I  have  every  reason  to  believe  the  boy  will  do  well ;  as 
for  obedience,  industry  and  truthfulness  these  are  unquestionable. 
It  is  worthy  of  remark  in  this  case,  that  amidst  the  hardships 
and  ill-usage  which  attended  R.  during  the  first  six  months  of 
his  apprenticeship,  he  maintained  his  character  unblemished 
ed,  even  by  suffering  wrongfully.  His  unfeeling  master,  his  rude 
tenant,  and  all  who  knew  the  lad,  spoke  in  terms  of  highest 
commendation. 


6.  M.  Q.,  with  W.  P.,  near - ,  is  nearly  free,  and  I  have 

the  pleasure  and  satisfaction  of  stating  that  M.  is  as  noble  a 
young  man  as  any  that  can  be  found.  Industry,  honesty  and 
strict  veracity  are  the  most  striking  traits  in  his  general  char¬ 
acter,  he  has  had  his  schooling  regularly,  and  latterly  to  good 
advantage.  I  presume  he  is  scholar  enough  now  for  any  ordi¬ 
nary  mechanical  business ;  the  modest  and  genteel  appearance, 
and  the  scrupulous  integrity  of  this  boy  exhibit  the  strongest 
evidence  of  the  salutary  discipline  of  the  Institution.  Mr.  W. 
has  also  two  other  lads  from  the  Refuge  who  are  doing  exceed¬ 
ingly  well.  To  the  praise  of  this  family  I  would  add,  that  theirs 
is  one  in  the  catalogue  of  homes  worthy  to  be  sought  for. 


T.  G.  S.,  apprenticed  to  S.  C.,  near - ,  Md.  The  general 

conduct  of  this  boy  has  been  very  satisfactory  to  all,  especially 
as  regards  his  veracity,  honesty,  industry,  obedience  and  gene¬ 
ral  habits.  The  proficiency  made  in  his  employment  more  than 
equals  the  expectations  of  his  master,  and  gives  evidence  of  his 
becoming  a  finished  workman,  and  he  promises  fair  to  be  a  good 


man  and  citizen ;  improves  tolerably  in  learning,  has  acquired 
a  knowledge  of  the  most  useful  business  rules  of  arithmetic, 
and  writes  quite  a  fair  hand ;  he  is  naturally  ingenious,  and  has 
no  inclination  to  mingle  with  unprofitable  company ;  his  home 
is  an  excellent  one  in  every  respect. 

8.  The  only  other  cases  which  I  deem  it  necessary  to  occupy 
your  time  in  perusing,  (although  many  more  with  whom  you 
would  be  well  pleased  might  be  added,)  are  those  of  a  brother  and 
sister  at  the  same  place.  I.  A.  and  J.  A.,  with  Mr.  It.  M., 
near  M.,  in  Md.  The  sister  so  far  has  proved  herself  an  excellent 
girl,  she  is  very  trustworthy  and  careful  when  left  to  manage 
in  the  absence  of  her  mistress ;  she  has  improved  rapidly,  both 
in  learning  and  employment,  particularly  in  sewing  ;  she  is 
perfectly  contented  with  her  situation  and  conducts  herself  with 
as  much  propriety  as  any  young  lady  in  the  place,  perfectly 
honest  and  truthful,  and  performs  every  required  duty  with 
much  cheerfulness.  Great  care  and  attention  are  bestowed  upon 
this  girl  by  the  daughter  of  Mr.  R.  M.,  a  highly  educated 
young  lady,  who  manifests  great  interest  in  her  education,  not 
a  single  fault  can  be  said  of  her,  she  promises  fair. 

9.  J.  A.,  brother  to  the  aforesaid,  at  the  same  place,  I  can 
speak  in  high  terms  of,  he  is  entirely  truthful,  obedient  and  in¬ 
dustrious,  he  has  done  far  better  than  could  be  ordinarily  ex¬ 
pected  of  one  so  destitute  of  early  advantages  ;  he  is  of  very 
obliging  disposition  and  cheerful ;  great  interest  is  taken  in  the 
welfare  of  this  boy ;  he  is  a  little  dull  in  learning,  his  relish  for 
books  is  not  as  keen  as  is  desirable ;  everything  in  abundance  is 
provided  for  him ;  truly  his  home  is  an  exception  to  many,  and 
I  am  satisfied  that  if  every  one  to  whom  boys  are  indentured 
from  the  Institution  would  exercise  the  same  proper  supervi¬ 
sion  over  them,  it  would  result  in  the  confirmation  of  those 
lessons  which  they  receive  there. 

10.  The  following  is  an  extract  from  a  letter  written  to  me 
by  a  lad  who  is  now  free,  named  L.  L.,  who  served  his  master 
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faithfully  for  nearly  eight  years,  now  being  a  freeman,  he  writes 
as  follows : — “  I  learned  many  good  lessons  in  the  Institution, 
they  have  all  resulted  in  my  benefit.  I  am  thankful  for  ever  being 
an  inmate  there,  although  I  am  scorned  by  some  people  for  it, 
yet  I  view  it  as  a  great  favor  they  did  me  in  putting  me 
there.  I  do  not  consider  it  a  place  of  punishment,  I  con¬ 
sider  it  a  home  and  school  for  children,  it  has  given  me  my  edu¬ 
cation,  my  behaviour,  my  manners,  and  it  has  taught  me  how  to 
make  a  living  in  this  world,  and  hope  that  its  salutary 
influences  will  enable  me,  by  the  help  of  Him  who  is  the  light 
of  the  world,  to  live  for  ever  in  that  upper  and  heavenly 
country.” 


EXTRACTS  FROM  LETTERS  WRITTEN  BY  THOSE  TO  WHOM  FORMER 

\ 

INMATES  HAVE  BEEN  INDENTURED. 

RELATIVE  TO  WHITE  BOYS. 

December ,  185T. 

It  will  be  seen  by  the  date  of  my  letter,  that  I  have  removed 
to  St.  Louis,  Missouri.  I  told  L.,  prior  to  our  leaving  Dela¬ 
ware,  that  I  should  be  obliged  to  return  him  to  the  Refuge, 
unless  I  could  get  the  consent  of  the  Managers  to  take  him 
with  us.  He  seemed  much  grieved  at  the  thought  of  being  sep¬ 
arated  from  us ;  when  informed  of  the  favorable  result  of  the 
application,  he  expressed  his  gratitude  in  warm  terms,  and  has 
always  since  regarded  myself  and  wife  as  his  father  and  mother. 
We  feel  much  attached  to  him,  he  is  true  to  our  interests,  trusty 
in  every  respect,  and  will  doubtless  make  an  industrious,  useful 
and  prosperous  man.  I  do  not  know  of  one  objectionable  trait 
of  character  that  he  possesses. 
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December ,  1857. 

In  regard  to  the  character  of  my  apprentice,  D.  G.,  I  can 
cheerfully  say,  that  by  his  honesty,  industry  and  talent  he  has 
secured  for  himself  the  esteem  of  all  who  know  him.  He  is  every¬ 
thing  that  I  desire,  and  I  could  hardly  get  along  without  him ;  he 
says  he  would  not  leave  me  if  I  were  to  give  him  his  liberty. 

December ,  1857. 

W.  W.  is  a  smart,  lively,  industrious  boy.  I  could  not  have 
been  suited  better.  He  is  well  satisfied  with  his  place,  and  I 
have  the  same  affection  for  him  as  for  my  own  children. 

December ,  1857. 

Agreeably  to  your  request,  I  will  give  you  some  account  of 
J.  B.  since  he  has  been  with  me.  He  has  behaved,  when  at 
school  and  other  places,  so  as  to  gain  the  respect  of  all  his  ac¬ 
quaintances.  He  appears  to  like  his  employment  and  his  home, 
and  manifests  an  interest  therein  ;  I  am  well  satisfied  with  him, 
and  intend  to  do  well  by  him  if  he  remains  until  his  time  expires. 
I  visited  your  Institution  last  September,  and  was  much  pleased 
to  see  the  good  order  among  the  boys. 

December ,  1857. 

C.  H.  says,  “  Tell  the  superintendent  that  he  has  learned  to 
plough  with  one  or  two  horses,  that  he  is  well  pleased  with  his 
home  and  wishes  to  remain. ”  He  is  a  most  excellent  boy,  one 
of  the  best  in  the  country.  I  would  not  part  with  him  for  the 
best  horse  I  have  got. 

December ,  1857. 

N.  A.  is  a  very  good  boy,  he  is  regular  in  his  attendance  at 
Sabbath-school,  and  is  benefited  very  much  by  the  instruction 
he  receives ;  he  has  grown  to  be  quite  a  stout  boy.  I  am  much 
pleased  with  him ;  he  appears  to  be  satisfied  with  his  place. 

December ,  4857. 

Gr.  W.  has  generally  been  an  obedient  boy,  is  honest  and 
truthful.  He  is  slow  but  sure,  has  improved  much  in  his  em¬ 
ployment  ;  he  loves  to  go  to  church. 
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December ,  1857. 

You  may  consider  A.  T.  as  one  of  the  best  boys  that  you 
have  ever  bound  out  of  the  Institution. 

December ,  1857. 

H.  M‘D.  has  behaved  very  well  so  far,  and  he  says  he  intends 
to  serve  his  time  out.  He  has  been  very  honest  and  careful 
about  telling  the  truth ;  attends  church  regularly,  and  has  evinc¬ 
ed  a  disposition  to  become  religious. 

December ,  1857. 

H.  L.  has  generally  been  obedient  and  honest,  and  I  do  not 
know  that  he  has  ever  told  me  a  wilful  story.  He  does  not  appear 
to  be  a  boy  of  much  energy  of  character,  and  I  am  afraid  will 
never  make  a  thorough-going  business  man.  He  goes  to  church 
and  Sabbath-school  regularly,  and  at  times  seems  seriously  in¬ 
clined. 

December ,  1857. 

L.  S.  requests  me  to  say  to  you,  “  that  he  is  very  thankful 
for  having  been  placed  in  the  Refuge,  that  if  he  had  not  been 
put  there  he  would  have  become  a  very  bad  boy,  that  now  he  is 
disposed  to  be  industrious  and  get  his  living  honestly.” 

December ,  1857. 

A.  M‘G.  has  been  an  obedient  and  honest  boy.  He  attend¬ 
ed  school  and  made  commendable  progress.  He  goes  to  church 
every  Sabbath,  and  within  the  last  five  weeks  has  experienced 
a  change  of  heart,  and  joined  the  Methodist  church. 

December ,  1857. 

H.  L.  has  been  an  excellent  boy  so  far,  and  myself  and  wife 
like  him  very  much.  He  is  a  smart  boy,  and  learns  rapidly  ; 
there  is  every  prospect  of  his  becoming  a  useful  man. 

December ,  1857. 

G.  S.  has  been  an  obedient  boy,  is  honest  and  truthful.  He 
works  steadily  at  his  employment,  and  has  made  some  improve¬ 
ment.  He  has  been  sent  to  school,  and  his  progress  has  been 
satisfactory. 
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December ,  1857. 

It  is  with  great  pleasure  that  I  hear  testimony  to  the  favor¬ 
able  character  of  my  apprentice,  J.  L.  He  is  one  of  the  most 
industrious  and  intelligent  lads  that  I  have  ever  known ;  he  im¬ 
proves  rapidly  in  his  business  and  studies. 

December ,  1857. 

I  think  J.  M.  is  aii  excellent  boy.  You  will  perceive  that  the 
favorable  answers  to  your  interrogatories  is  no  slight  testimony 
of  his  good  character. 


December ,  1857. 

P.  B.  is  still  with  me ;  he  is  perfectly  contented,  and  shows 
no  disposition  to  leave.  He  is  honest,  industrious  and  truthful. 


December ,  1857. 

I  can  give  satisfactory  answers  to  all  the  questions  in  your 
circular  respecting  J.  S.  He  has  lately  joined  the  Methodist 
church,  and  lives  up  to  his  profession. 


December ,  1857. 

A.  G.  is  as  good  a  boy  as  I  ought  to  expect  to  have ;  he  is 
attached  to  my  family,  and  we  all  think  well  of  him ;  he  is  one 
of  us. 

December ,  1857. 

I  will  say  for  the  satisfaction  of  the  superintendent,  that  A. 
M‘N.  is  well  satisfied  with  his  home.  He  has  been  an  obedient, 
honest  and  truthful  boy ;  attends  church,  and  has  evinced  a 
disposition  to  become  serious. 

December ,  1857. 

J.  J.  has  been  remarkably  honest,  and  very  careful  about  tell¬ 
ing  the  truth.  I  never  saw  a  more  industrious  lad ;  he  says  he 
never  would  have  been  a  good  boy  if  he  had  not  been  put  in 
the  Refuge. 

f 
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December ,  1857. 

M.  M.  has  been  obedient  in  every  respect,  and  honest  in  all 
things.  I  have  never  detected  him  in  an*  untruth;  he  is  indus¬ 
trious  and  gets  along  very  well  with  his  work ;  has  either 
attended  night-school  or  spent  his  evenings  in  reading. 

December ,  1857. 

M.  K.  is  a  very  fine  boy,  is  honest  and  truthful.  He  attends 
church  regularly,  and  has  become  very  religious. 

December ,  1857. 

P.  M‘C.  is  as  good  a  boy  as  I  could  get  any  where.  I  think 
he  will  make  an  honest,  sober  man,  if  he  does  not  get  back  to 
Philadelphia.  His  mother  has  been  here  to  see  him,  and  she 
wishes  him  to  remain  with  me. 


December ,  1857. 

I  am  much  better  pleased  with  P.  M‘C.  than  I  expected  to  be 
when  I  got  him.  If  he  continue  to  be  the  same  good  boy 
as  he  grows  older,  I  think  that  you  have  never  bound  out  a 
better  one. 


December ,  1857. 

J.  M.  is  obedient,  honest,  industrious  and  truthful.  He  is  a 
consistent  member  of  the  Methodist  church. 

December ,  1857. 

I  can  well  testify  to  E.  M.’s  honesty  and  faithfulness.  He 
is  an  industrious  boy,  and  apt  to  learn ;  has  evinced  a  disposi¬ 
tion  to  become  religious. 

December ,  1857. 

W.  J.  has  been  an  honest  boy,  and  particularly  careful  about 
telling  the  truth.  He  is  industrious,  and  has  improved  in  his 
business. 


December ,  1857. 

I  would  like  to  have  another  boy  as  good  as  G.  C.,  if  he  con¬ 
tinues  to  improve,  he  will  make  a  very  respectable  man. 


( 
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December ,  1857. 

I  can  testify  favorably  to  E.  M/s  character  for  honesty,  in¬ 
dustry  and  truthfulness.  He  is  improving  in  his  business,  and 
learns  rapidly  at  school. 

December ,  1857. 

J.  B.  has  been  a  very  excellent  boy  and  performs  the  various 
duties  that  I  require  of  him  to  my  entire  satisfaction. 

December ,  1857. 

R.  J.  R.  has  been  all  that  is  required  of  a  good  boy,  and  he 
is  much  esteemed  by  my  family.  He  endeavors  to  improve  in 
all  his  undertakings. 


RELATIVE  TO  WHITE  GIRLS. 

December ,  1857. 

M.  A.  has  been  an  obedient,  honest  girl,  and  careful  about 
telling  the  truth.  She  is  pleased  with  her  place,  is  very  good 
to  the  children.  Her  mind  has  been  lately  seriously  excited  on 
the  subject  of  religion. 

N 

December ,  1857. 

M.  B.  appears  to  be  well  satisfied ;  we  hear  of  no  complaints. 
She  has  behaved  extremely  well,  and  it  affords  us  much  pleasure 
to  speak  so  highly  of  her.  We  trust  that  she  will  so  conduct 
herself  that  we  shall  never  have  reason  to  say  otherwise. 

December ,  1857. 

The  general  conduct  of  M.  S.  merits  a  favorable  report.  Like 
all  children  of  her  age,  she  is  at  times  neglectful,  but  this  is 
more  the  result  of  defective  memory  than  wilfulness.  She  is 
rather  gentle  in  her  disposition,  domestic  in  her  habits,  and 
generally  free  from  the  little  faults  of  children  of  her  age. 


59 


December ,  1857. 

A.  C.  is  doing  very  well,  we  consider  her  a  very  good  girl. 
She  lately  became  a  member  of  church. 

December ,  1857. 

E.  M.  is  a  very  good  girl,  we  have  but  little  to  complain  of, 
and  there  is  every  prospect  of  her  becoming  a  respectable  and 
useful  member  of  society. 

■  ■  ■  • 

December ,  1857. 

It  affords  me  pleasure  to  state  that  E.  G.  has  been  an  excel¬ 
lent  girl,  and  I  am  much  pleased  with  her.  If  she  should  con¬ 
tinue  faithful  to  the  end  of  her  apprenticeship,  I  shall  do  better 
by  her  than  the  terms  of  the  indenture  require.  She  regularly 
attends  a  place  of  worship,  and  evinces  a  disposition  to  become 
religious. 

December ,  1857. 

H.  AY.  has  been  an  obedient,  honest  girl,  but  not  always  care¬ 
ful  about  telling  the  truth.  She  seems  happy  and  contented ; 
we  like  her  very  much. 


RELATIVE  TO  COLORED  BOYS. 

My  boy,  J.  G.,  I  find  to  be  of  unusually  lively  disposition, 
and  like  other  boys  of  his  age,  finds  time  to  play  when  he  ought 
to  be  at  work,  but  he  seems  desirous  to  improve  and  give  satis¬ 
faction.  AAT e  have  discovered  nothing  vicious  in  his  conduct ; 
he  often  speaks  of  thee  with  much  respect,  and  of  the  instruc¬ 
tion  and  salutary  advice  he  received  while  at  the  Refuge,  and 
manifests  a  disposition  to  repay  by  good  conduct.  He  appears 
happy  and  contented  with  his  situation.  AY.  B. 

Dear  Sir : — In  respect  to  AY.  M.,  I  can  say  he  is  a  very  good 
boy,  he  is  good-natured  and  kind  to  all  around,  he  appears  to 
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be  well  satisfied  with  us,  and  is  very  industrious  in  taking  care 
of  all  that  he  has  under  his  care,  horses,  cows,  &c. ;  I  think  he 
will  make  a  very  good  farmer.  A.  G.  C. 

Dear  Sir : — When  Mrs.  V.  brought  the  boy  home,  I  must 
confess  I  was  rather  displeased,  not  having  expected  such  a 
thing,  and  not  having  a  very  favorable  opinion  of  boys  coming 
from  such  an  Institution,  and  only  for  the  good  character  you 
gave  of  him  to  my  wife,  I  should  have  taken  the  liberty  of  send¬ 
ing  him  back  again ;  but  now,  after  having  time  to  give  him  a 
good  trial,  and  proven  him  to  be  all  that  you  recommended,  I 
could  not  be  induced  to  part  with  him.  I,  having  been  raised 
in  a  slave  State,  think  I  understand  the  disposition  of  the  color¬ 
ed  people  perhaps  as  well  as  any  other,  and  flatter  myself  that 
if  the  boy  and  I  live,  he  will  be  an  industrious,  honest  and  use¬ 
ful  man ;  he  is  happy  and  contented,  and  that  too  is  more  than 
I  expected,  from  the  fact  that  there  is  no  colored  person  about 
except  the  boy  Mr.  M.  got  from  your  Institution.  J.  is  decid¬ 
edly  a  good  boy.  Yours,  H.  Y. 

The  boy,  W.  E.,  that  I  took  from  your  Institution,  has  prov¬ 
ed  to  be  one  of  the  best  boys  I  ever  had.  He  has  never  dis¬ 
obeyed  me  in  anything  that  I  told  him  to  do  ;  I  have  not  known 
him  to  tell  an  untruth,  and  he  has  been  strictly  honest.  The 
habits  he  learned  while  in  your  Institution,  I  have  reason  to 
think  he  will  never  forget.  S.  Y. 

Sir: — I  transmit  to  you  a  few  lines,  as  requested  by  the 
Committee,  in  reference  to  P.  S.,  whom  I  took  from  your  In¬ 
stitution.  He  has  behaved  himself  very  well  since  he  has  been 
with  me,  he  is  one  of  the  best  natured  boys  I  ever  had,  although 
a  little  slow  in  his  movements,  he  is  very  obliging  and  kind ; 
his  health  is  very  good.  Yours,  &c.,  J.  B. 

Sir : — J.  S.  is  doing  well,  he  has  not  lost  a  day  since  he  has 
been  here ;  (over  two  years,)  he  has  united  with  the  Church, 
and  our  minister  has  taken  pains  to  have  him  accommodated 
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with  a  seat.  At  present  there  is  no  school  in  the  neighborhood, 
hut  as  soon  as  it  opens  for  the  winter  he  will  go.  J.  M.  D. 

W.  S.’s  time  would  expire  in  January  next,  but  as  has  been 
a  good  boy,  I  intend  to  allow  him  his  freedom  on  Christmas, 
and  will  employ  him  afterwards  as  long  as  he  chooses  to  remain. 
He  has  done  well  during  his  apprenticeship.  Yours,  &c. 

C.  M.  has  been  a  very  good  boy,  I  have  no  cause  of  com¬ 
plaint.  I  have  found  him  honest  and  careful  of  the  truth  ;  he 
is  quite  industrious  and  improves  very  much  ;  during  the  past 
three  years  he  has  attended  school  every  winter ;  his  health 
has  been  good.  J.  C. 

The  mother  of  Gi.  T.  has  been  to  see  him  several  times,  and 
appears  well  satisfied.  The  boy  is  doing  well.  W.  K.  H. 

Mr.  Superintendent : — My  boy,  G.  H.,  I  find  to  be  of  good 
disposition,  and  although  sometimes  a  little  careless,  he  tries 
to  amend  his  ways  when  spoken  to,  and  seems  anxious  to  im¬ 
prove  ;  I  think  he  will  make  a  good  farmer  yet. 


RELATIVE  TO  COLORED  GIRLS. 

T.  P.  I  have  found  for  the  most  part  obedient,  I  have  reason 
to  think  she  is  honest  although  not  as  industrious  as  I  could 
wish.  She  attends  school  and  is  very  fond  of  her  book;  her  • 
health  has  been  very  good  since  she  has  been  under  our  care, 
now  over  three  years.  Yours,  &c.,  J.  C. 

The  greatest  difficulty  we  have  with  L.  It.  is  her  disposition, 
we  find  her  irritable  and  sometimes  difficult  to  get  along  with,  but 
we  hope  she  will  be  able  to  overcome  it  entirely,  as  she  is  already 
improving ;  otherwise  she  is  doing  pretty  well ;  she  attends 
Friends’  meeting  with  us.  H.  G. 
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A.  B.  is  generally  cheerful  and  pleasant,  and  a  most  excel¬ 
lent  worker ;  she  is  entirely  exempt  from  the  three  great  vices 
of  lying,  laziness  and  dishonesty,  and  upon  the  whole,  deserves 
the  name  of  a  good  girl.  She  is  very  much  attached  to  Mrs. 
Gr.  and  the  children,  and  appears  contented  and  happy  in  the 
family.  J.  H.  G. 

Sir  : — The  family  to  whom  E.  K.  was  placed  having  removed 
from  this  place,  the  indentures  of  the  girl  (by  your  permission) 
were  transferred  to  me.  I  am  happy  to  state  that  she  is  a  most 
excellent  girl,  and  we  consider  ourselves  favored  in  having  se¬ 
cured  her  services.  •  Yours,  J.  E. 

Gr.  W.  has  conducted  herself  very  well  since  she  has  been 
with  us,  (nearly  two  years,)  we  have  no  cause  of  complaint ; 
her  health  is  good.  J.  C.  D. 

Sir : — M.  S.  I  find  to  he  obedient,  truthful  and  honest,  she 
also  improves  in  her  work.  She  attends  to  her  studies  at  home 
as  we  do  not  send  her  to  school.  She  has  had  inflammatory 
rheumatism,  but  is  now  well. 

I  did  not  send  the  above  when  written,  and  I  am  now  glad 
of  it,  as  I  have  some  better  news  to  tell  you.  Myself,  wife  and 
M.  have  been  attending  a  series  of  meetings  in  the  Presbyterian 
church  in  this  place,  and  have  been  convinced  of  our  sins,  and 
we  hope  have  found  peace  in  believing  in  the  Lord.  M.  also 
has  expressed  her  desire  to  unite  with  the  church.  She  also 
sends  much  love  to  Miss  F.  and  the  rest  of  the  officers,  as  also 
*  to  her  former  associates  in  the  Institution. 
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An  Estimate  of  the  Expenses  of  Maintaining  the  House  of 
Refuge  for  the  year  1858,  predicated  on  the  amount  expended 
during  the  ls£,  2 d  and  3 d  quarters  of  the  year  1857. 


IN  THE  DEPARTMENT  FOR  WHITE  CHILDREN,  viz. 


For  Subsistence  :  consisting  of  Wheat  and  Rye  Flour, 
Indian  Meal,  Rice,  Coffee,  Tea,  Molasses,  Meat,  Pota¬ 
toes,  &c.,  - 

For  Salaries,  viz. 

To  the  Superintendent, 

Assistant  Superintendent,  - 
Matron,  - 
Assistant  Matron,  - 


One  Male  Teacher,  @  $200, 
One  Female  Teacher,  @$200, 


For  Wages,  viz. 

To  the  Engineer, 

Assistant  Engineer, 
Watchman  and  Gardener, 
Gate  Keeper, 


a 


u 

u 


u 


u 

ll 


Nurse, 


- 

900 

00 

- 

450 

00 

- 

300 

00 

- 

187 

50 

annum, 

525 

00 

a 

150 

00 

u 

150 

00 

351 

00 

- 

225 

00 

- 

270 

00 

- 

144 

00 

O 

1 

195 

00 

- 

97 

50 

$6,120  22 


2,662  50 


1,282  50 


For  Clothing  for  Boys  and  Girls,  - 

Furniture,  Books,  &e.,  - 

Gas,  Candles  and  Oil,  - 

Hospital  and  Postage,  - 

Repairs  and  Improvements,  - 

Sundries,  ------ 

Water  Rents,  - 

Constables,  for  bringing  Inmates,  - 

Coal  to  warm  the  Buildings  by  steam,  including  the  work¬ 
shops,  and  for  Cooking,  &c.,  - 


2,309  50 
435  93 
486  99 
67  83 
794  08 
224  70 
157  50 
180  46 

1,534  00 


$16,256  21 


FOR  THE  DEPARTMENT  FOR  COLORED  CHILDREN,  viz. 


For  Subsistence  :  consisting  of  Wheat  and  Rye  Flour, 
Indian  Meal,  Molasses,  Meat,  Potatoes,  &c.,  &c., 
For  Salaries,  viz. 

To  the  Superintendent,  - 
11  Assistant  Superintendent, 

11  Teacher  of  Boys’  School, 

“  Teacher  of  Girls’  School, 

“  Matron,  -  -  -  - 

“  Assistant  Matron,  - 


$2,859  12 


750  00 
375  00 
225  00 
150  00 
225  00 
150  00 

-  1,875  00 


Carried  over, 


$4,734  12 
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For 


For 


Brought  forward, 

- 

- 

- 

- 

$4,734 

12 

Wages,  viz. 

To  the  Watchman, 

- 

- 

- 

135 

00 

“  Gate  Keeper, 

- 

- 

- 

135 

00 

“  Nurse, 

- 

- 

- 

97 

50 

“  Cook  and  Assistant, 

- 

- 

- 

97 

50 

465 

00 

Clothing,  for  Boys  and  Girls, 

- 

- 

- 

1,276 

95 

Fuel  and  Light, 

- 

- 

- 

715 

63 

Furniture,  &c., 

- 

- 

- 

255 

38 

Books  and  Stationery, 

mm 

- 

- 

69 

91 

Water  Rents, 

- 

- 

- 

39 

37 

Repairs,  &c., 

- 

- 

- 

278 

75 

Constables  for  bringing  Inmates, 

- 

- 

- 

48 

00 

Hospital  and  Postage, 

* 

- 

- 

141 

81 

Soap,  &c.,  -  -  - 

- 

- 

- 

121 

18 

Sundries,  - 

- 

- 

- 

177 

92 

1,132 

32 

,324  02 


FOR  GENERAL  EXPENSES,  VIZ. 
Salary  for  Bookkeeper  and  Agent, 

Rent  for  Office  and  Managers’  Room, 

Wages  for  Baker,  - 

Wages  for  Coachman,  -  -  -  - 

Keeping  Horses,  Repairing  Carriages,  &c.,  - 

Sundry  Expenses,  - 

Physician’s  Salary,  - 

Printing  Annual  Reports,  Memorials,  &c., 

R-BCAaPITUIiATIOKir. 

For  the  White  Department.  - 

For  the  Colored  Department,  - 

For  the  General  Expenses  of  both  Departments, 


450  00 
135  00 
354  00 
180  00 
426  91 
632  17 
150  00 
242  19 


$2,570  27 


$16,256 

21 

*  8,324 

02 

•  2,570 

27 

$27,120 

! 

50 

-  9,040 

00 

3,250 

00 

-  1,300 

00 

To  which  add  an  estimate  also  of  the  Expenses  for 
the  4th  or  last  quarter  of  1857,  for  both  Depart¬ 
ments,  _____ 

Interest  and  Ground  Rent  for  1858,  on  $37,500,* 

Claims  due  and  unpaid  prior  to  the  commence¬ 
ment  of  the  present  year,  - 

- 1 -  39,740  50 

THE  INCOME  FOR  THE  MAINTENANCE  OF  THE  INSTITUTION  FOR  1857. 

From  the  City  Treasury,  -  -  $28,000 

(From  which  deduct  appropriation  to 
pay  off  the  floating  debt  of  1856,) 

From  the  State  Treasury, 

From  the  Labor  of  the  Boys,  about  - 


8,000 


20,000  00 
15,000  00 
4,000  00 


Deficiency,  ------ 

To  which  add  an  Estimate  for  the  probable  increase  of 
Inmates,  in  1858,  -  -  - 

Total  Deficit, 


740  50 
3,000  00 
$3,740  50 


*  The  Ground  Rent  and  Mortgage  Debt  of  the  House  of  Refuge  amount  to  $37,500,  and  the 
floating  debt  $4,000,  making  in  all  $41,500. 


